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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.
TIMBER RESERVES.

Surveys, Classifleations and Locations.
1. The Ron. J. MURRAY asked the

Minister for Railways:
(1) On page 7 of the report of the For-

ests Department for the year ended the
Seth June, 1951, the conservator states
that State forests total 3,990,298 acres and
timber reserves 1,821,389 acres. Will the
Minister inform the House-

(a) flow much of the 1,821,389 acres
has been surveyed and classified
as laid down in Section 19. Sub-
section (2) of the Forests Act?

(b) What area has been classified
as--

(iv)

(iv)

six loads or over per acre:
four or five loads per acre;,
two or three loads per acre;
under two loads per acre;
unsuitable for forestry pur-
Poses?

(c) The location of the areas classified
above?

(2) If they are available in suitable size.
will the Minister table maps showing the
classified areas?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) 39,809 acres. The figure of

1,821,389 acres is made up as
follows:-

Acres.
Jarrab .... 39,809
Pine planting .... 72,411
Sandalwood .... 27,105
Mallet ...-.- 648
Mining timber

and firewood 1,681,416

Reserve
NO.
56
60
66

68

69
72

93

94

102
103
105

106

107

109
110
116
127

Area.

161
6,470
2,289

4,537

19.440
3,012

184

144

37
43

20D

732

199

380
480
780
721

39.809

Locality.

Denmark.
Margaret River.
South-east of Diii-

ading.
South - east o f

wonnerup.
North of Collie.
East of Augusta-

Margaret River
Railway.

South - west o
Janie.

South -W1est O f
Janice.

Nannup.
Nannup.
South -east o f

Nanoup.
South -east o f

Nanup.*
South -east o f

Nannup.
South of Nannup.
South of Nannup.
Palgarup.
Nannup.

(2) Reserves are scattered over a very
wide area and no small scale map suitable
for tabling is available. Tenure plans may
be inspected at the office of the Conserva-
tor of Forests if the hon. member so de-
sires.

No. 2. This question was p)ostponetd.

ROAD RATES IN THE LAKES
DISTRICTS.

Figures for 1951 and 1958.
3. The Hon. J. M. THOMPSON asked

the Minister for Railways:
(1) What road transport rates in the

Lakes districts--
(a) operated in the financial year

ended the 30th June, 1957?
(b) operated in the financial year

ended the 30th June, 1958?
(c) are in. operation in the current

financial year with respect to--
(1) Wool-

(a) per ton;
(b) per bale;

(it) Fuel-
(a) per ton;
(b) per 44-gal, drum:

(iii) Building materials per ton;

Qiv) Fencing materials, i.e. wire
and netting-

(a) per ton;
(b) per cwt.;
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(v) Machinery-
(a) per ton;
(b) per cwt.;

(vi) Livestock (load)-
(a) f rom farm to rail-

bead;
(b) from farm to sale-

yard at Newdegate;
(c) from saleyard at

Newdegate to rail-
way truck?

(2) What parcel rates are applicable to
the -periods referred to in No. (1) for
parcels of-

(a) 14 lb. weight;
(b) 28 lb. weight;
(c) 56 lb. weight;
(d) 112 lb. weight?

(3) During the periods referred to
above-

What rates applied in districts
served by road transport (due to
rail closures) of the merchandise
referred to in No. (1)?

T"he MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) Road transport rates ap-

plicable to the Newdegate-Lake Varley-
Holt Rock transport service are common
throughout the route irrespective of haul-
age distance and, for the three periods
specified, are as follows,.-

Year Year CUrrent
commodity ended ended Flnanicial

.3/07 30/0/58 Year

a. d. s. d. a I

Fer ton 10 6 lIS 8 15 8
Per bale 3 0 4 II 4 6

Fuel-
Per ton 55 1 22 8 22 S
Per drum ..~3 6 5 a 5 3

building Mterias-
Psi-ton so a is 8 15 8

Fencing Materials~
'Pei-ton 10 5 16 $ 15 8
pere wt........1 9 2 8 2 S

3iaeliinery-
Per ton is 9 2S52 28 2
Per cwL............2 4 3 0 3 0

Livestock-
Per toad of 120 sheep:

(a) to Rail Newde-
gal-e.. ..... 50 2 33 9 M8 0

lNewdegate ... 165 5 262 5 252 6
(c) Saleysed to lilt

Truickc . nit nkil #,it
Parcels-

1416...........8 1 0 1 0
2816.......... 1 to I 1 3

btb.1 4 2 0 2 0
1121bs.........1 9 2 8 2 8

(3) in districts where Railways Corn-
mission road services have replaced rail-
wB~ys the charges are calculated on the
"through" rail plus road distance at rail-
way rates for that distance according to
class of traffic, plus 12s. 6d. per 'ton,
with a minimum charge as for "B" class

traffic. The routes, so affected are those
serving areas previously catered f or by
the following railways-

Lake Grace-Hyden
Brookton-Corrigin
Burakin-B3onnie Rock
Katanning-Pingrup
Gnowangerup-Ongeru p
Buseelton-Flinders Bay

Between Meekatharra and Wiluna the
area is exempt from licensing. The car-
rier running between the two towns
charges £3 per ton for truck lots of load-
ing or £4 per ton for consignments 'less
than a full truck load. The Malcolm-
Laverton area is also exempt from
licensing. There are no definite transport
rates laid down.

The service replacing the Buceker-
Nornalup rail way extends from Albany to
Walpole, the scale of charges-resulting
from the calling of tenders--is as fol-
lows:-

CommodIty Up to 20 to as over 35
20 miles ndits mites

s. d. a. d. 9. d.
Wool-

Pci- ton ... 60 2S 4 40 10
Per bale .. .. ..

Fuel-
Per ton .. 32 0 47 6 02 8
Per drum 0 0 0 0 12

bu.ilding BherAl s--
Per-tan 13 4 20 5 85 0

Fencing hmaterdas-
Psr ton 15 0 28 4 40 10
Perecwt.........10 1 4 2 4

Machinery-
Per ton 15 0 23 4 40 10

1.vestoek-
(Per load of 120 head

sheep) :
To Rail or Sale 160 0 246 0 420 0

Parcel-_
14 ibs.........1 0 1 9 2 0
2BlbsK.........2 0 2 3 2 a
5n kbs 2 0 2 9 3 0

112 lb.........3 0 4 0 5 0

The tendered rates for the Geraldton-
Northampton-Ogilvie-Ajsna, servic& are:-

Geraidlon to-

Commodity Niorth- Ogilvie Ajanz
82~o mi7e mies 63 mules

s. d. .9. d. s. d.
Wool--

Per ten 40 0 65 0 75 0
Per bate 5 6 it 3 19 a

Fuel-
PertLon 33 0 .. 52 6
Per drum 7 1 ... 11 6

Building Maeria-
Perston 40 0 55 0 75 0

Fencing Materisal-Per ton ... .. 40 0 66 0 75 0Per ewt ............. 7 0 0 0 12Machinery-
m~le.

Livestock ... Quoted for Individual loads.
Parcels-

14ltbs.........2 0 3 a a o
28tba . 3 9 4 3 I 0
56 1bb s 4 9 5 9 79

112165 - 6 9 8 B 12 0

163



[COUNCIL.]

SOUTH-WEST LAND DIVISION.
Availability o1 5,000-acre Blocks.

4. The Hon. J. MURRAY asked the
Minister for Railways:

(1) Can he informn the House whether
there is any land in blocks of 5.000 acres,
or more, available for selection in the
South-West Land Division west of the
118th meridian?

(2) If so, in which areas are these
available?

The MINISTER revied:
(1) Under the Land Act, locations may

not be made available for selection in
larger sizes than 5,000 acres. There are
some locations of about this size now
available in the area defined.

(2) The blocks are-
Ninglian Location 4024 of 4,956

acres--14 miles north-east of
Kalannie.

Victoria Location 3940 of !5,000
acres--25 miles south of
Dongara.

Victoria Location 8791 of 4,999
acres-S- miles east of Ajana.

Victoria Location 10108 of 4,919
acres-South-west of Yan-
danooka.

Victoria Location 10120 of 4,992
acres- South-west of Tenin-
dena.

Victoria Location 10193 of 4,940
acres-- miles west of Binnu.

Victoria Location 10293 of 4,899
acres-West of Ajana.

Victoria Location 10294 of 4,911
acres-West of Ajana.

Victoria Location 10295 of 4.899
acres,-West of Ajana,

Victoria Location 10296 of 4,802
acres-West of Ajana.

COCKB3URN CEMENT CO. LTD.
Tabling of Judgment on Unfair Trading.

5. The Ron. H. K. WATSON asked the
Minister for Railways:

Will he lay upon the table of the House
a copy of the judgment of Mr. Justice
Wolff in the appeal by the Cockburn Ce-
ment Co. Ltd. against the determination
of the Commissioner for Unfair Trading.
together with a copy of the determina-
tion appealed from?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The determination appealed from

included material which the commissioner.
pursuant to the authority of Parliament
conferred by Section 30 (e) of the Unfair
Trading and Profit Control Act, directed
should be treated as confidential and not
published.

(2) The court judgment respected this
direction and the copy of the judgment
available to persons other than the parties
to the litigation. omits reference to the
material referred to above.

(3) It would be contrary to Parliament's
intention, and a possible breach of Section
14 of the Act relating to secrecy, if the
said material were made available as re-
quested by the hon. member. However, if
the hon. member should obtain the con-
sent of the company concerned, I am pre-
Pared to seek the commissioner's approval
for the tabling of the documents requested.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Government's Intentions Regarding

Bad gingarra District.

6. The Hon. L. A. LOGAN asked the
Minister for Railways:

(1) (a) What number of water explora-
tory drilling plants are situate
in the Badgingarra district?

(b) Are they all working: if not,
why not?

(2) Is the Government aware that the
total cost of establishing a complete water
supply point in this area is upwards of
£1,500?

(3) Is the Government aware that set-
tlers concerned have no hope of providing
this amount of money?

(4) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to assist financially settlers who wish
to establish water supplies, but who have
not the necessary funds?

(5) Has the person contracting for the
boring plant any control over the depth
to which a bore may be drilled?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) One.

(b) Yes.
(2) No.

(3) No.
(4) Settlers are required to pay only for

successful bores; the cost of dry holes Is
borne by the Government.

(5) The maximum depth of a bore-hole
would be governed by the amount of money
the applicant was prepared to spend on
each hole.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.
TIMBER RESERVES.

Surveys, Classifications, and Locations.
1. The Hon. J. MURRAY asked the

Minister for Railways:
Without prejudice to question No. (2)

asked today, is the reason for the delay
in replying to that question related to
the fact that the Conservator of Forests
is in the northern portion of the State?

The MINISTER replied:
I understand that the information will

be available tomorrow. It has had to be
collected from various country centres.
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ROAD RATES IN THE LAKES
DISTRICTS.

lsworPoration in Minutes.
2. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked

the President:
Regarding the answer to my question

that the Minister has tabled, will the
information that has been given be laid
on the Table of the House to be incorpo-
rated in the Minutes?

The PRESIDENT replied:
No.

The Hon. J1. M. THOMSON:
I am aware that I should not inflict

upon the Minister the task of having to
read all the information contained in
this answer, but would point out that if
it is not incorporated in the minutes
no member or anybody else Will have the
information. The purpose in asking the
question would be lost in this case.

The PRESIDENT replied:
If the Minister will agree to incorporat-

ing the information in the Minutes, it can
be taken as read and will be incorporated.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
view of your answer, Mr. President, I ask
leave of the House to take the answer I
have given as read, so that it can be in-
corporated in the Minutes.

Leave granted.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth flay.

Debate resumed from the 14th August.

THE HON. G. E. JEFFERY (Suburban)
[4.45]: Firstly I would like to congratulate
you on your elevation to the high office of
President of the Council, and to express the
hope that during your term of office you
will not have to use your omnipotent
powers in a punitive way; and that I shall
not have to suffer as a result therefrom.

I would also like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Mr. Abbey on his election
to this Chamber and to repeat something
that was said to me when I was elected
two years ago. I was told at that time
that Parliament was the most exclusive
club, very hard to get into and very easv
to get out of.

I take this opportunity to add my con-
dolences to the relatives of Sir Harold
Seddon, who graced a high office in this
Chamber for many years; and also to the
relatives of Senator Seward, who was a
very fine servant of the State of Western
Australia. Both he and Sir Harold Seddoni
left this State's political sphere before I
entered politics, although I did know them
Personally subsequent to my election. I
formed the highest opinion of them and
held both in the greatest esteem.

in pawsing, I especially wish to record
my sympathy towards Mrs. Rodoreda and
her family. The late hon. member was
more affectionately known to us as "Rod."
I think that with the passing of Rod, Par-
liament has lost one of its characters. He
and the late Bob Coverley were great per-
sonal frends and had much in common.
They exemplified all that is good in the
Australian character. Particularly do I
speak of their loyalty, not only to one an-
other, but to the far North which they
represented so ably and for so many years.

I would now like to make reference to
the unfortunate illness or the Chief Sec-
retary, which precludes his attendance in
the Chamber. I would say that Gilbert
Fraser is one of the most lovable men who
has ever been in State Politics. However
much people may disagree with his views.
they have a very high esteem for the man
and his character.

Recently I was in his company, and I
am pleased to say that to my mind he
appeared to be much better. He certainly
has a great fighting heart. We were
talking about football in which he has
a great interest. I told him that the No.
1 guernsey was hanging on the peg, and
everybody in this Chamber hoped he would
soon resume his place and wear It. He
realises that he will not be able to take his
position in the ruck immediately, but will
have to take a rest in the forward Pocket.
T trust that before long he will take over
the high duties of his previous office. All
hon. members will agree that our debates
in this House lack some fire and humour
whilst fibe-is away.

Speaking now of matters more peculiar
to my electorate. I would express gratitude
to the Government for the drainage pro-
ject recently completed or a portion of
it. Drainage is one of the biggest prob-
lems in the Suburban Province. The Gov-
ernment has tackled some phases of this
problem in a great way and achieved
gratifying results. With regard to the
work that has been done in the Bentley
and Welshpool areas particularly, where
the Government has spent £138,000. many
people there enjoy their sojourns as a
result of the work that has been carried
out. Water-marks up to 2 ft. and 3 ft. on
the walls of their homes are testimony of
the order that existed before the project
was completed.

Speaking in the same strain, I refer to
the Carlisle-Victoria Park project which
empties out near the circus at the eastern
end of the Causeway. In that direction
the Government has spent £128,000.
People living in State-st. and adjoining
the State Building Supplies, or better
known as the State Saw Mills, in Carlisle.
have Probably had the best conditions they
ever had because of the completion of this
project.

At the same time, work is being done in
Belmont to alleviate flooding which takes
Place in the South Belmont and Kewdale
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areas. Up to the present moment the
Government has spent something like
£15,000 on that work. It anticipates spend-
ing another £51,000 this financial year.
There is no doubt that when the job is
completed it will mean a lot of alleviation
to the People who were unfortunate enough
to build in those areas.

Also, on the parochial side, I refer to
the extension of the water supply to New-
burn. This area was retarded as a result
of the lack of water supply; but now I
expect to see an impetus in the building
rate there. I would like to make mention
of the terrific increase in the number of
scholars attending State high schools.
Looking back 10 years it, does not seem
as though the present number of schools
could have been built or that there would
be the number of children attending them
that there is.

In my area alone, two high schools are
under construction. One is nearing com-
pletion and the other is in the process
of being completed. These schools are
the Midland Junction nigh School and the
Belmont High School. I am Pleased to
say that at the Midland Junction High
School a canteen has been established
which will give to the children a worth-
while service when it comes into opera-
tion at the commencement of the next
term.

Speaking of schools. I pay a tribute to
the parents and citizens associations. All
members, no matter where there constitu-
encies are, will agree that these associa-
tions are among the most virile of all
organisations. They rarely Put up a pro-
Position to an hon. member to take to
the Government unless they have some-
thing to offer; which is unusual these
days when most people want something
but expect someone else to do the work.

I have four schools in mind-but others
are equally important--Carlisle, Ashfleld,
Queens Park and Redcliffe. At these
schools, the parents and scholars are do-
ing Yeomen work in providing sporting
facilities. These remarks also apply to
the Midland Junction High School where
a fine swimming pool is being established
in the Swan River. This is being con-
structed by the Public Works Department.
In this connection a financial arrangement
exists between the parents and citizens'
association and the department. I cannot
speak too highly of the work of the par-
ents and citizens' association.

In regard to housing, I would like to
make reference to Koongamia and Eden
Hill, both of which are on the east side
of Bassendean. They are both well sited,
and my only grumble is that in the first
instance neither place was made big
enough to warrant the establishment of
those services to which every settler is
entitled. In order to get People to build
grocers' shops, butchers' shops, etc., which

are so necessary, we must have sufficient,
People resident in the area to make the
Proposition a business one.

I also think that in regard to Koongamia,
particularly, the Government should give
consideration to the re-opening of the
hills railway line. I therefore ask the
Minister to include, in the terms of
the inquiry being conducted by the Royal
Commissioner into the railways, the sub-
ject of the re-opening of the hills line
to Mundaring. I consider personally that
in the first instance the line should be
opened at least to Greenmount, thus
allowing the people resident in Koongamia
to enjoy that facility.

Admittedly buses do service this area,
but as in other housing areas, many of
the housewives have young families, and
the buses can carry only a limited number
of prams. A survey of the area is justi-
fied with a view to ascertaining whether
the railway could be brought back into
operation.

Those people who reside in the northern
suburbs such as Double View and Scar-
borough, can thank the closing down
of the hills line for quite a lot because,
I say quite frankly, the closing down of
the line stopped expansion in the hills
district; and not only that, but in many
cases people had to leave the area be-
cause they could not afford to purchase
a vehicle. I earnestly hope the Government
will have another look at the re-opening
of the hills line, at least to Greenmount
in the first instance and, if it is satisfac-
tory, ultimately to Mundaring.

Referring to transport, or the mode
of going from one place to another, I
wish to mention two bridges which in
my opinion have served their purpose and
nowv need to be widened because of the
traffic hazard. One is the traffic bridge
over the Helena River at South Guild-
ford and the other, and more particularly,
is the traffic bridge over the Swan River
at Bassendean. The main roadway on
this bridge could be extended. The foot-
way.as it exists, could be done away with
and the roadway extended to the full
width of the bridge. A footway could
then be added by means of a cantilever
structure.

most members, at some time or other.
have been over the bridge at Bassendean.
and they know that at one time it had rails
on each side, but latterly the rail nearest
the footway was reduced in height to
something like 2 ft. or 2 ft. 0 in. This
was done so that if two trucks met in
the middle of the road, the tray of one
could move over the footway. This means
there is a good chance of pedestrians being
chopped to pieces there.

At present the road is so narrow as to
be a hazard to all who use it. Anyone
who goes over the bridge in the course
of a social drive on a Sunday afternoon
will understand what I am talking about.

166
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The Government should give attention to the so-called snack bars should be able
the widening of both these bridges. The
one over the Helena River at Guildford has
a dog-leg in it, and I am not too sure
that it should not be straightened out.
I think it should be. In any ease the
roads should be widened to give an extra
margin of safety.

Talking of bridges, in the Stephenson
plan it is envisaged that there will be a
highway from Gosnells to Morley Park.
When the highway wvill be constructed.
I do not know, but pending the construc-
tion another traffic bridge should be built
over the Swan River between the Garratt-
rd. bridge and the one at Bassendean.'This new bridge should be built at a
point about egul-distant from these two
bridges. Even though the highway may
not be built for some years, the bridge
could be built now and it would relieve
some of the strain which is at present
placed on the existing two bridges.

Admittedly the Garratt-rd. bridge is
being widened slightly, and this will make
it safer, but we must realise that with
the terrific increase in vehicular registra-
tions, these bridges are being used to a
much greater extent than was intended
when they were originally built. I hope
that, in order to facilitate the rapid
movement of suburban traffic, the Gov-
ernnment will look into that proposition.

I wish now to speak on the subject
of youth clubs. These clubs have now
become the rage, and the three I1 know
something of are at Bentley, Midland
Junction and Bassendlean. They serve
a very useful purpose in keeping the young
people off the street. Unfortunately the
work in connection with these organisa-
tions has been left to a small but select
band of workers.

To a certain extent the aims of the
clubs are being defeated by the lack of
interest displayed by the parents in the
activities of their children. I cannot
speak too highly of the people who sup-
port the clubs. The local sergeant of
police at Bassendean is the gymnasium in-
structor and he can help those boys who
consider themselves to be pugilists be-
cause he is pretty handy with his "dooks."
By being the instructor of the boys he
can also show them that he is their
friend, and that he is not there just to
frighten people. A fine spirit exists be-
tween the local sergeant and the local
youth.

The Hon. 0. Bennetts: The same thing
applies at Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I am told
it applies in quite a few places. Talking
of Youth, there is a Problem to be tackled,
but I have no idea of how to go about
it because I have heard many people.
with far superior knowledge than I have
on the subject, express divergent opinions.
The one-armed bandit has been removed
from the clubs--I agree with that decision
-but at the same time it is strange that

to keep in operation certain machines
with which the children play. It costs
money to Play these machines, and the
person who plays them may be rewarded
with a token; not a monetary reward.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: what
machines are they?

The Hon. 0. E. JEFFERY: The
machines at the snack bars.

The Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: Juikeboxes.
The Hon. 0. E. JEFFERY: Not juke

boxes.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: A soccer

machine.
The Hon. 0. E. JEFFERY: There is a

soccer machine. By winning on the ma-
chine that I have in mind, the person
gets tokens which allow him to play
the machine again. At times parents
have spoken to me of the fatal attraction
these machines have for their children.
It is wonderful how children, who are in-
terested in sport, fall for these machines.

It is time we did something about clean-
ing up these snack bars. The police are
in a hopeless position in regard to them
because when they visit the snack bars,
the conduct is immaculate, but within
five or 10 minutes of their leaving, there
is trouble again. I have no aversion to
anyone having supper; but I have an aver-
sion to young people hanging around the
streets and getting together in gangs. I
know, and I think other hon. members
know, of the type of young people I am
talking about.

When one talks to the Child Welfare
Department officers one realises what an
amazing amount of juvenile crime seems to
start from young people hanging around
this sort of establishment; it becomes the
meeting place for the youth of the dis-
trict. These shops have an attraction be-
cause everyone likes life and excitement at
the age of 16 to 19. Hon. members, if
they can cast their memories back that
far, will be able to recall having enjoyed
themselves when they were that age. I
am no Prude, and I had all the fun that
life had to give when I was 16 or 18 years
of age. However, I think we should give
some thought to what is happening at
these establishments.

I do not like to use the word "control",
but I think we have to give the Police Some
authority to move these people on. I ad-
mit that they can move inside the door.
and immediately they do so they behave
themselves and then the law is powerless.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Don't you
think they will find somewhere else to go?

The Hon. 0. E. JEFFRY: They may;
but I think we should try to do something
to prevent the youth congregating in these
establishments. I think if any hon. mem-
ber talks with the local sergeant of police
in his district he will find that this sort
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of establishment, which stays open so late, other aquatic sports. Kings Park and the
is the place where young people congre-
gate, and that it is the centre of all the
troubles in the district. I must congratu-
late the Police boys' and youth clubs which
are doing a magnificent job in helping to
keep young people off the streets. I am
convinced that if only we can continue to
keep them off the streets much of the
trouble will be overcome.

To a large extent the main trouble is
the apathy of the parents, many of whom
seem to think that out of sight out of
mind is the best way to bring up their
families, We owe a duty to the children,
even if their parents might not be very
worthy.

I would like to pay a sincere tribute to
the State Housing Commission on the
policy it has adopted for the housing of
pensioners. I know all hon. members, par-
ticularly those who represent the metro-
politan area, will agree that the housing
of pensioners has been a problem, and
these Pensioner-flats seem to be the solu-
tion to it. Most pensioners, I think, like
to have gardens--if they are well enough
to garden-although there are some whose
health does not permit too much exercise.
As a result I think these pensioner-flats
will be of considerable benefit.

Although this matter does not come
within the scope of State politics, I must
say that the latest increase of 10s. in the
pension, in certain circumstances, although
well-intentioned, will not achieve very
much. From reading the daily Press it
looks as though some landlords will im-
mediately take this increase from those
individuals who get it; and those unfor-
tunates who have not received the in-
crease will have to pay more rent in any
case.

I should like to refer, too, to those
people who have made some effort to pro-
vide for themselves in their old age. I
think that all Pensioners should be
treated alike because I cannot see the
difference between the old lady who occu-
pies a room, and who pays rent, and the
one who owns her own home. In this in-
stance I am talking of women who are
living on their own-widows and the like.
A woman who owns her own home, has to
pay the rates and taxes and maintain the
residence; and a lot of the charges are
standard, whether one or two people oc-
cupy the residence. I think the Federal
Government would have done better had
it given all pensioners a 5s. increase; and
although the present increase is well-in-
tentioned I do not think it will achieve
anything.

I am pleased, too, that the Government
intends to reintroduce the Swan River
Conservation 1311l this session. I have
spent many happy years on the Swan
River, and I know many other hon. mem-
bers have too. I have enjoyed myself
yachting, swimming and indulging in

Swan River are two magnificent features
in the City of Perth.

While I am pleased that we are to have
the Empire Games, I do not want to be
caught up with the terrific debates which
there might be in the future in regard to
Kings Park.* I have been told that some
people whose private avocation is asso-
ciated with noise, cannot stand peace and
quietness; but I hope the park will be left
alone. Not long ago I was reading an
article written by Dr. Battye who said.
in 1912. that Kings Park would be the
lung for the City of Perth as it extended.
He said that Lord Forrest intended that;
and I think that is a fairly solid piece of
reasoning. I have also been told, by people
who know more of these things than I do,
of the trouble smog causes in the big cities.
Long after I am dead and gone Perth will
be a great city-I know it is a great city
now, but I mean great in size-and I think
that the more green belts we have the
better. They are most important.

Talking of the Empire Games, to my
mind it is like advertising-one lays out a
certain sum of money, but no one knows
how much good it will achieve. I think the
Empire Games will be of advantage to
Perth, and that a tremendous amount of
good will come from having them here,
even though we may show a debit in the
actual profit and loss account. I am sure
that the people of Western Australia, who
are noted for their hospitality, will make
the games the success they are intended
to be.

I should like to make reference, too, to
the improved railway finances. There is a
new spirit abroad in the railways, and an
improvement of £1,166,000 in the railway
finances speaks well for those connected
with the administration. I should like to
say, too, how pleased the workers in the
Midland Junction Workshops are that the
Government has decided to allow them to
build a new Westland express, and to do
several other new jobs. As Mr. Murray
said, the machinery is there, and at one
time the spirit was there. The ability has
always been there, but for a period the
men became dispirited because their only
work was to repair old and obsolete equip-
ment-equipment which should have been
tossed out. Now there is a new spirit
abroad, and the only complaint the men
will have will be that there is not enough
new work; they will want more and more
of it.
There is certainly a sense of achievement

in building something new, rather than
patching up old equipment; and I should
like to say how much the men appreciate
the work that is being given to them. I hope
that in the future the workshops' staff
will be able to do the work which they were.
intended to do. They can do a good deal of
big work which is not easily done in other
workshops; and I am reminded of the
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repairs to a tanker at Kwinana, which were
carried out approximately a month or five
weeks ago.

I was also pleased to read in the Lieut-
Governor's Speech that the Government
intends to expand its civil defence activi -ties. I was one of those hon. members who
was privileged to go to Mount Macedon
in May of last Year where a school was
conducted for State members. I learned
something of the frightening things that
could happen in atomic and hydrogen-bomb
warfare. A lot of these things may seem
to be far removed from us: but while we
have a more practical approach to matters
of this kind, and do not become hysterical,
as the Americans do, we will remember
what could happen if we had a war. We
should become a little more serious about
the matter and a little less apathetic.

The Hon. P. 3. S. Wise: So long as you
do not become moonstruck.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I am not
moonstruck. Although I think this school
at Mount Macedon was largely a sop to
Mr. Wentworth-he pounded the Com-
monwealth Government over a period of
years for some action to be taken in this
direction-I think its establishment was
well worthwhile. The only suggestion I
have to offer is that instead of taking
people from each State. as is done at pre-
sent, it would be easier to take the school
to each State in turn. It could be estab-
lished in each State for a certain time
and larger classes could be instructed. If
the school were brought to Western Aus-
tralia it could be situated at Guildford,
the Karrakatta military camp, or even at
the Northamn military camp. More lec-
tures could be given in that way and more
people could be instruced.

I understand that most ex-servicemen 's
organisations have been hammering the
Government, both State and Federal, for
something like this to be done, and I be-
lieve most States, are waiting to hear
what the Federal policy will be In this
direction. I cannot speak too much on
the great dangers associated with atomic
warfare, and what could happen in West-
ern Australia in the event of a war break-
ing out. I think most hon. members can
recall that some two or three years ago
Japanese fishermen were affected by
radiation, although they were 70 miles
from where the Americans dropped the
bomb. The fall-out clould from the ex-
plosion was driven by the prevailing winds
and it fanned out into a cigar shape 220
miles long and 40 miles wide. That illus-
trates the dangers there are with radio-
active fall-out.

Those hon. members who have seen the
films at the school will realise that they
are far worse than any of the horror films
one sees at the local cinemas. I saw the
films of the victims of the two bombs
which were dropped on Japan during the
last war; the scenes were horrifying. I

have also seen the films taken of the
bombs which were dropped at the Monte
Hellos and the American tests. I can-
not stress too much how important It is
that we should make some move to edu-
cate the people about the dangers of
atomic warfare.

I think some of the ladies who write to
the Press, are of the type whose most
daring deed has been to pull the pigtails
of the girl sitting in front of them at
school. Yet they write spitefully to the
Press that because somebody blows a bomb
up here we should blow one up there.
The consequences of atomic warfare, or
even of atomic bomb tests, are frightful.

I have with me a report written by rep-
resentatives of the American Press who
were attached to the American Atomic
Energy Commission. It tells of some
of the things they saw, and they are
frightful to say the least, Unlike the
ordinary bomb, which kills and maims
so many people, atomic bombs can be
detonated, and nobody knows where the
danger starts and finishes. It all depends
on how much radiation the individual has
absorbed. It could be that the effect is
delayed and a person suffers an illness
some considerable time after the actual
explosion. I only hope that members,
irrespective of their political colour, will
do their best to bring before the public
the dangerous effect atomic radiation can
have; and the need for civil defence be-
cause of the dangers which are inherent
in atomic or H-bomb warfare.

I hope that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment agrees to bring the school to each
State in turn so that much larger classes
can be handled. After a period the school
instructors could tour the other States
of Australia and in that way we could
achieve much more in much less time.

I should now like to say a few words
on the North-West, which seems to be the
fashionable thing to do. Last Year it was
fashionable to talk about Esperance, but
now the North-West has taken the lime-
light. I have not had the privilege of
going to the North-West so I can not be
said to be in the expert class. At present
we need much more rural development,
and the North is handicapped In this re-
gard by a lack of population. I know that
South-West members will agree with me
when I say that if one likes to drive along
the road from Bunbury to Denmark and
Albany, one sees large areas of wonderful
land which have still not been developed:
however, as I said before. I intend to speak
on the North-West.

The Hon. 3. MURRAY: There is no
Crown land available for development.

The Hon. 0. E. JEFERY. I have read
about the unfortunate failures there.
When I say "unfortunate", I mean that
they were unfortunate because the experi-
ments which were carried out there were
probably before their time. I do not say
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that in any derogatory sense, but hon.
members representing that area will prob-
ably agree with my remarks. As a result
of those failures it is very hard to get
people interested in the area again. For-
getting the forest areas, about which Mr.
Murray has spoken, there are many other
fine districts which are now being de-
veloped, and which should prove of con-
siderable benefit to the State. In addi-
tion to the war service land settlement
projects, there are many other parts of
that country awaiting development.

The biggest problem in regard to the
North-West is to get people to go there,
and to provide the necessary encourage-
ment for them to stay there. Not long
ago the Prime Minister visited the area
and, although he has not had much time
to do anything to help the People there, I
think his visit was something like an ele-
phant straining to give birth to a
mouse. I have reason to believe that the
people of that area are of the same mind,
particularly following the presentation of
the Commonwealth Budget.

The population of the North-West in
1911, according to the census then taken
was 6,500, excluding 200 in the Shark
Bay Road Board district, plus 2,500--
mostly Asiatics-who were engaged in the
pearling industry, a total of 9,200. In
1957, the population was 11,200 excluding
300 in the Shark Bay Road Board district
and plus 400-mostly Asiatics--who were
engaged in the pearling industry-a total
of 11,900. That is the population north
of the 26th parallel. I agree with other
hon. members who have expressed the
sentiment that the North-West is an Aus-
tralian problem, and that its difficulties,
and their remedies, should not be consid-
ered the responsibility of the State alone,
even although it is at the northernmost
tip of Western Australia. To my mind
our North-West is in some respects more
important than the Northern Territory;,
it is certainly as important as that area.

In view of the political changes that
have taken place, and are taking place
in the Near East, the Federal Govern-
ment should take quick action because
the situation certainly warrants it. I
think that this Parliament was aware of
these things two or three years ago be-
cause a deputation was sent to Canberra
to deal with the matter.

The Mon. A. F. Griffith: What sort of
action do you suggest the Comnmonwealth
Government should take?

The H-on. 0. E. JEFFERY: The hon.
member has only to see the amount of
money it is proposed to spend on the
North-West. and compare it with the
the amounts that have been spent on
other projects. For instance, we know that
in the North-West £2,500,000 Is to be spent
at the rate of £L500,000 a year. and when
we compare this with the finance that
has been provided for the Snowy River
hydro-electric scheme, and other similar

Commonwealth projects, I feel sure that
hon. members will agree it is a mere drop
in the ocean, and that more money should
be poured into our North-West to make
it as attractive as possible f or people to
take their wives and families to reside
there.

I am not in the least decrying the
Snowy River hydro-eleetric scheme; it is
a magnificent project and one that is
most essential, but when one sees the
amount of money that has been spent
in the Northern Territory and elsewhere
I think an approach should be made for
more finance to be made available for
Western Australia's North-West. We all
know that in parts it is pretty desolate:
and that is. all -the more reason why
amenities should be provided to enable
men to take their families there. The
standard of living should be improved
in that area, and every-day commodities
should be made available on a basis simi-
lar to that existing in the cities. The
future of the North-West lies In its min-
eral resources and to develop these to the
full, a considerable amount of research is
necessary. We all know that a search is
being made for oil, and if it were found
in commercial quantities, its discovery
would change the whole (ace of the
North-West.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What about
the climatic conditionsV

The Hon. G. E. JE=FRY: They cannot
be helped, but we could make conditions
a, lot more attractive in an effort to in-
duce people to live in the far-distant
parts. As I have already said, families
should be able to secure commodities on
a basis similar to that which exists In the
metropolitan area and in other cities. All
these things must be taken into considera-
tion. It is not an easy problem; it will
not be solved in a day, but I would like
to see the commonwealth doing more than
it has up till now for this most import-
ant area of our State. The solution for
its development of course lies in hard cash,
something of which the State has very
little.

Reference was made to the fact that
Premier Hawke was a great exponent of
political football. I think the exact words
were "the present Premier has been the
greatest exponent of political football."
To this remark I would reply, "Thank
goodness!"', particularly when we read
same of the comments attributed to our
Federal members. In the light of those
comments it would seem that whether the
Premier likes it or not, it has been neces-
sary for him to don the State guernsey.
At the moment It seems that some of our
Federal members appear to be most apolo-
getic for the fact that they represent
Western Australia-at least this seems to
be their attitude when they reach Can-
berra. I would like to read an extract
from that much-maligned Organ, "The
West Australian", which, I would remind
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hon. members, is not a Trades Hall
journal. The only reason I do so is to
show that the Premier has no alternative
but to adopt the attitude he does. The
editorial I propose to quote appeared in
"The West Australian" dated the 22nd
March, 1958, and it reads as follows:-

Western Australia First.
Last week at a Liberal Party meet-

ing at Eridgetown, Gordon Freeth,
M.HR., said that:

People in Western Australia were
not sufficiently informed by those
whose duty it was to inform them
of the doings of their members in
the Federal Parliament.

It was regrettable that "The West
Australian" would only publicise
speeches which demanded some-
thing for this State.

Certain members of the Federal
Parliament were taking advantage
of this. They invariably brought
into their speeches an attack on the
Commonwealth Government for not
giving Western Australia more
money.

What "The West Australian"
printed had absolutely no effect on
the Commonwealth Government.
In his last paragraph Gordon Freeth

is probably quite right, but he over-
looked an important point: That while
expressions of public opinion prove
"The West Australian" had no effect
unfortunately on the present Federal
Government they may have a very
marked effect on the composition of
the State's representation in the next
Federal Parliament.

The Menzies Government has done
far too little for the State of Western
Australia. It has east aside the prob-
lem of 900,000 square miles or so of
undeveloped country. The paltry ges-
ture by which it is to spend £500,000
a year in the development of the
North-West was obviously inspired by
political expediency, not by any
pioneering foresight.

A piece of peculiar meanness and
vindictiveness was the selection of the
20th parallel as the starting point of
new work when the Government 'well
knew that the men who had been
campaigning for the North-West had
their own interests between the 20th
parallel, and the 26th, which they had
advocated as the beginning of a tax-
free area.

Freeth may be fine as a Prime Min-
ister's handyman in Canberra. but we
doubt if he is making a good Impres-
sion as an elected representative of
Western Australia. He asks loaded
questions aiming to show that the
Federal Government is unduly gener-
ous to this State.

He has an enthusiastic confrere in
Senator Vincent who asserted last
week that the State Government had
"frozen" iron ore deposits in this
State. The facts are that the State
Government is trying to put our icon
ore into use by establishing a big in-
dustry here, and that the frozen de-
Posits were traded to the B.H.F. for
a song years ago by the MeLarty-
Watts Government, which, unlike the
hardheaded Playford Government in
South Australia, did not demand a
reasonable quid pro quo. Senator Vin-
cent, though a K~algoorlie man, had
nothing to say about the vital gold-
mining industry, which, being far re-
moved from Canberra, is neglected.
All in all Western Australians cannot
feel that they are effectively repre-
sented in the present Federal Govern-
ment. The tax-tree scheme for the
North-West, simple and inexpensive
as it appears to be, has been brushed
aside. And no other scheme has been
pressed by our members to keep the
North-West in the hands of white
Australians. With notable exceptions,
W.A. members are inclined to forget
their humble origins, their gullible
voters, and join eagerly in the race for
advantage within the Canberra Close
Corporation, of which the president at
the moment is Prime Minister R. 0.
Menzies. It is quite proper for Federal
members of Parliament to consider
national matters first: but in Western
Australia State matters fit into the
national pattern and it is shameful to
see large conceptions set aside in
favour of petty political warfare.

So, in view of the above editorial, and
in answer to the accusation that the Pre-
mier of Western Australia is a great ex-
ponent of political football, I would say he
has no option. He must kick the ball
around, because two members of the team
refuse to don the State guernsey.

I do not propose to speak at great length
on Commonwealth -State financial relation-
ships. I feel sure that all members, what-
ever thefr political colour, will agree that
the financial structure existing between
the State and the Commonwealth is akin
to the Constitution itself. In the course
of a referendum campaign somebody said
that we were trying to make a horse-and-
buggy constitution fit a motor-car age. I
feel the same can be said about Common-
wealth and State financial relationships.
I do not care who the Premier might be,
whether he be Mr. Bolte of Melbourne or
Sir Thomas Playford of Adelaide or Mr.
Hawke, be must become green with envy
whenever he reads In the Press that the
Defence Department has under-spent its
estimate by £11,000,000. I have already
said it would be far better to remove the
Commonwealth-State financial relation-
ships from any political aura, but whoever
the Prime minister may be he will have
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Some say, and it Is high time that at least
the machinery governing the distribution
of Commonwealth finance should be re-
designed to give the States a better oppor-
tunity.

I am most tickled when I attend State
naturalisation ceremonies to see the
Federal members getting up, and saying
what wonderful things they have done for
the migrants by bringing them here. It
is certainly a good thing that we are en-
couraging immigration, and I support, the
policy wholeheartedly. But though it may
take only a month to bring them here, the
impact on the financial structure, and the
possible inflationary eff ect on the State,
is something that must be considered when
the Federal Government is dispensing its
wealth. I am sure everyone will agree that
the arrival of migrants places added bur-
dens on the services supplied by the State
Governments. I refer to water, housing,
etc. So, while Federal members may take
some praise for the arrival of the migrants,
the State certainly finds it a problem to
provide these people with the various
necessities that constitute civilised living;
no matter how proud the State might be
of its new arrivals. With those few re-
marks I have much pleasure in supporting
the motion.

THE HON. J. 1D. TEAHAN (North-East)
[5.23]: Firstly, I would like to congratulate
you, Mr. President, on your elevation to
your high office. You indicated. Sir, that
you intended to retire in a few short years,
and I feel sure it will give you endless
saw. icfaction to know that you have added
one further honour, to those you have al-
ready gained. I would also like to off er my
congratulations to Mr. Abbey, the new
member for the Central Province. He re-
places one who worked very hard indeed
for his electorate. I must also offer my,
condolences to the relatives of a man who
represented the same constituency as I
do niow; I refer to the late Sir IFarold Sed-
don. For 32 years Sir Harold represented
the North-East Province, and hie certainly
gave of his best while his constitution and
health permitted; and I am sure our sym-
pathies go out to his relatives.

It would be unnatural for me, represent-
ing as I do the North-East Province,
where goldmining is practically the only
industry, not to have something to say in
that regard. The difficulties of goldminine
have been high-lighted every day, and have
been spoken of in responsible quarters.
The Golden Mile and the towns of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder give an appearance of
prosperity and efficiency, and they only
do so because those interested in the areas
concerned, and those who live there, have
great faith in the mining industry; they
have developed a pride in the place in
which they work and live.

'The fact that the Golden mile is carry-
ing on today in spite of its many difficul-
ties, and in spite of the fact that the price

of gold is the same today as it was many
years ago, notwithstanding the rise in
costs, speaks very highly indeed of the
efficiency of those who manage the affairs
of this industry. What is a source of
gratift~ation and pride to me, and also to
everyone who lives on the Goldfields, is
that in nearly every case the management,
and the chief executives, received their
education on the Goldfields. Many of them
received this education firstly in the pri-
mary schools, but their main education was
secured in the School of Mines. The effi-
ciency of that institution has been proved
beyond doubt. Men who have been
educated there are to be found in respon-
sible positions all over the world. In most
instances efficiency is the keynote, and it is
this attribute which is instilled into these
men at our own School of Mines. Not
only do the mines give an air of pros-
perity and efficiency, but they show faith
also. The major mines at the present time
are spending thousands of pounds on im-
proving plant and equipment, and are cer-
tainly not showing any yellow flags in
the face of difficulties.

The local government bodies are doing
their part and building roads of which we
are proud-roads equal to those in the
metropolitan area. Recently the Kal-
goorlie Municipal Council spent £6,000 on
one of its shops with the result that it has
one of the nicest buildings in Hannan-st.
This has given encouragement to traders
to follow suit. But I would say that
Hannan-st. today has a better appearance
than it had 30 years ago.

Prospectors' associations are doing their
part also, and are endeavouring to keep
alive the few districts that are being pros-
pected. These associations meet regu-
larly to study the latest in mining practice.
They also urge the Government to help
where it can. We have a geologist who, I
understand, was trained in the local School
of Mines. He is Mr. Spencer Compton,
who is getting up in years now. However,
he is certainly not lacking in the energy
and enthusiasm thab he Possessed as a
young man. He is keeping alive the faith
and energy of pzople in the Goldifields,
ani he never loses an opnortunity of lec-
turing to the younger members of the
community and imparting his knowledge.
In his own quiet way this gentleman-
just to mention one-is doing an excellent
job.

The State Department of Mines is cer-
tainly not behind the scenes. We have
one mining centre outside Kalgoorlie that
practically maintains the North-Eastern
Goldfields--that Is Owalia. The Owe ha
mines were not in the best Position twelve
months or so ago and some of us were
looking at them rather cautiously. How-
ever, we were surprised and Pleased when
the State Government on the recommend-
ation of the Mines Denartment, gave
£100,000 to the Sons of Owalla mine.
That assured the life of the mine for
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many years and enabled the purchase of
more efficient plant. It was certainly a
shot in the arm and speaks well for the
Mines Department.

A few years ago the local governing
body at Menzies sought a State battery in
spite of opposition to its establishment. It
was said that insufficient mining was be-
ing carried out to warrant it. However,
the enthusiasts gathered every scrap of
information they could and reached a.
point where they felt certain they could
keep the battery going. How certain they
did not know. However, the Government
in its wisdom established the battery and
I am pleased to say that for the four
years since its establishment it has worked
three shifts.

This is something that no-one in his
wildest dreams expected: not even those
who suggested its establishment. It has
now reached the stage where it has to
reject certain parcels of ore. The mines
of Kookynie, which previously crushed ore
at this battery, have been obliged to go
elsewhere, They have it crushed at the
battery at Leonora, which was also as-
sisted by the State Government. These
examples illustrated the courage of the
people of Menzies and also the fact that
the battery was warranted. The building
of the State battery encouraged the pros-
pector, and conditions at Menzies are quite
stable; the town is ready for any future
finds that may be made.

in regard to the roads of these districts,
I would say that the road boards are doing
an excellent Job but their finances are
limited. With efficient road-making plant,
they are doing a good Job. The Main
Roads Department should do its best to
supply these distant boards with as much
finance as is possible because when one
goes to the Murchison district, south from
Mt. Magnet and north to Cue and Meeka-
tharra, the roads are not in the best con-
dition. This is not due to any fault of
local governing bodies. They just have
not the finance necessary to make these
roads as good as they should be.

The Meekatharra north road is import-
ant for the handling of a large tonnage of
traffic and many vehicles. The moneys
given by the Government through the
Main Roads Department have been well
spent, but more are needed. I would re-
quest that the Main Roads Department
keep advancing moneys for the Laverton
road section. It has been improved in the
last few years. but a. portion cracks up
during wet weather. In order that the
people at Laverton will not be dis-
appointed, the Main Roads. Department
should do what it can to assist.

I have already spoken of the good
work being done by the School of Mines,
and would say, in all sincerity, that the
educational standard shown in all schools
on the Goldfields is high. We do not
experience the troubles that some other
centres have, as we have the facilities.

In fact, we have everything but the Uni-
versity; and diplomas of the School of
Mines are equal to those of the University
and are accepted as such throughout the
world. However, a suggestion was re-
cently made that a branch of the Teachers'
Training College might be established in
one of our country centres. Therefore.
I should say that the claims of Kalgoorlie
would be prominent in regard to the es-
tablishment of such a college, because of
the existing facilities. Kalgoorlie has
all the sporting factilities necessary for
the establisment. of such a college, as
well as possessing an Olympic pool.

The Hon. G, Bennetts: Which they
have not got here.

The Hon. J. D2. TEAHAN: The pool
would provide facilities for swimming
training lessons. The Hawke Government
is certainly doing an excellent job in re-
gard to the encouragement of industries.
As stated by a previous speaker, the
Premier is an ardent supporter of local
industries. He also endeavours to encour-
age every one to do the same, and to use
Western Australian made goods where-
ever possible. The, Premier certainly prac-
tises what he preaches, and has sent a
mission overseas, which appears to be do-
ing an excellent job. We all hope that as
a, result of the work it is carrying out,
new industries will be established in order
to reduce unemployment.

When in South Australia, recently, with
a Parliamentary delegation, the thing
that struck me more than any other was
the placing of industries, and their multi-
plicity. We had the educational pleasure
of being shown over one factory which
employed 7,500 men and women. It was
easy to conjure up a city which could main-
tain 20,000 people. We members of the
Western Australian Parliament are jea-
lous because we do not possess industries
like that in our State. We visited another
factory which employed 2,500 operatives
to maintain a town of 8,000 people. We
all hope that we will soon have the op-
portunity of visiting similar factories in
this State.

The factories here are just as efficient as
those in South Australia, as hon. members
who visited one at Premantle at the
invitation of an hon. member of this
Chamber can testify. We were surprised
and pleased to see the quality of the
goods being produced, and the efficiency
in manufacture. We realise that Western
Australia is severely handicapped, when
compared with South Australia, which is
situated closer to the other eastern States.
This State is a long distance from pos-
sible customers, and something will have
to be done to overcome that disadvantage.

I read recently that a new edifice is to
grace the City p1 Perth, and it' will be
established by none other than the Rural
and Industries Bank. When one mentions
such an institution, some people immedi-
ately say, "more socialism,'" However, a
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visit to South Australia will show that one
of the most outstanding buildings in
Adelaide is that of the State Savings
Bank. It is a beautiful edifice, and is an
institution which is doing a good job.
I am sure we all hope to see just as
beautiful an edifice in Western Austra-
lia, regardless of our political party, Our
State Bank is also doing an excellent job
for the workers on the Goldfields, who say
the business is conducted with satisfaction,
courtesy and attention, and they speak
highly of the institution.

I had reason to approach the Rural and
Industries Bank recently In regard to
a housing problem. Whilst it was diffi-
cult to secure finance at a reasonable
rate of interest elsewhere. the bank was
able to meet the situation. Its only regret
was that it could not meet more housing
problems than it did and at a reasonable
rental.

I wish now to speak of the elderly
folk. I do not think the people on the
Goldfleds--or the electors I represent-
have anything to apologise for in regard
to their treatment of elderly people. They
have a sense of pride in what they have
done and will continue to do. A little
over a Year ago a pensioners' lodge was
established on the Goldfields. It houses
and cares for Pensioners, and is con-
ducted as a community organisation. I
should say this is probably the only
one in Western Australia conducted by
an organisation that is not governmental
or semi-governmental and is not in any
way connected with any church, but is
run purely by a local committee, which
is doing its Job well and with great
efficiency, to the comfort of these old
people.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: How
many old people are accommodated there?

The Hon. J. D. TEAHAN: Only i16, un-
fortunately, but that is a start. Most of
the old people have their own rooms fitted
with reading lamps and other conveniences.
They have a dining room which would
not be out of place in any leading hotel.
together with lounges and a library.
This place is situated centrally in the
town, being administered, as I have said.
by a committee of local citizens. The
cost of upkeep per person, after 12
months' operation, has been worked out
at £3 12s. 6d. per week, which compares
more than favourably with the cost of
upkeep per head in any other institution
I know of, the nearest figure to this being
about £6 per head.

The committee does not intend to rest
on its laurels, but is going to go ahead
and already has plans for a larger build-
ing to accommodate more of these old
people. There is a waiting list of both
men and women who are desirous of be-
ing accommodated in this institution and,
if I had a relative who needed good
attention in his or her old age, I can think

of no place that I could recommend
more highly than this. I visit this insti-
tution often and I know that everything
provided for the old people there is of
the very best.

The North-East Province is endeavour-
ing to do something for the aged in an-
other direction. All the work of this
nature is not being conceived in one set
of minds or being carried out by the
hands of one committee. Cue has decided
on a plan of its own, to cater mainly for
persons such as the prospectors who now
live in little humpies on the edge of the
town and who have Perhaps lived there
for 30 or 40 years, with the result that
their camps are falling into ruin. Cue has
decided to build, on an acre or two of
ground, a number of small camps or cot-
tages-the rental will be purely nominal-
where there will be provided a common
laundry and all the other facilities neces-
sary to make these old people comfortable.

They will be able to retain their in-
dependence while living in these camps
or cottages, as they will not be interfered
with. They will be able to prepare their
own meals and will be allowed to do as
they desire. In addition, the camps will
be visited frequently by a nurse and by
doctors. I1 am pleased to relate that the
State Government has readily subsidised
the scheme and we should give the Gov-
ernment all credit not only for looking
after the younger section of the com-
munity, but also for remembering con-
stantly the older ones who have done so
much for the State.

When members of Parliament or others
travel over the roads in the outback in
modern cars, they may feel almost annoyed
at not reaching their destinations quickly
enough. In such circumstances one should
remember the difficulties under which the
pioneers travelled in the outback. When
passing through such Places as Lawlers,
Kathleen Valley or Wiluna, we should re-
member that those who established centres
of such a nature got there by means of
slow-moving horse-drawn wagons, or per-
haps even on foot, and Probably took
three days to cover a distance that a
modern vehicle will cover in three hours
or less. At all events we are now doing
something to make some of the pioneers
and their relatives a bit more comfortable
in their old age and, in that, we are
doing only what should be done.

I wish now to turn to traffic and our
traffic laws and rules, as this subject has
exercised my mind much in recent months
and years. Many of the older drivers on
the road possibly received their driving
licences originally 30 years ago at a
time when it was not necessary to be
fully au fait with all the traffic laws.
Perhaps it was not then essential for
drivers to know the traffic rules in detail,
and the result is that many of the older
drivers proceed along the roads in an

174



[19 August. 1958.] 175

easy-going manner which, as I say, may matters with which I had intended to deal,
have been quite all right years ago and
especially in country districts.

I believe one of the greatest causes of
traffic: accidents today is failure to move
to the right and keep as near as possible
to the Centre of the road when about to
make a right-band turn. In the last
three months I have seen at least two
accidents occur on roads which were
lined in white. Quite often one sees an
elderly driver moving almost over to the
left-band gutter, when intending to do a
right-hand turn, with the result that the
impression gained by the driver of the
following vehicle is that the vehicle pull-
ing to the left is going to stop or make a
left-hand turn, which, of course, can easily
result in an accident. I understand that
in some cities in the Eastern States drivers
have to move to the left before making
a right-hand turn, but that is entirely
against our traffic regulations and such a
practice can easily lead to an accident.

I believe that one way in which we might
overcome the problem to which I have re-
ferred would be to lay down a series of
perhaps from 12 to 20 questions in regard
to traffic laws and regulations, and make
the issuing of a renewal of a driving
licence dependent upon the applicant cor-
rectly answering those questions. If the
person applying for a renewal of his
licence knew that he would have to
answer such a questionnaire correctly, he
would study the rules beforehand in order
to make certain of having his licence
renewed. He would be careful to instil
into his mind all the necessary informna-
tion. I make that suggestion as I think
it would result in many people becoming
more alert to present-day traffic rules, thus
obviating at least some of the accidents
which now occur.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: How would you
get over the position in regard to the new
system in Kcalgoorlie?

The Hon. J. D. TmAHAN: I would leave
that to the Police Traffic Branch. I sup-
port the adoption of the Address-In-reply.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (Subur-
ban) (5.471: I wish, first, to congratulate
you, Mr. President. on Your election to the
high office you now hold as President of
this Chamber, and I hope you will not find
me too difficult to deal with during the
present session. I regret-I am sure the
feeling is common to all members--the
continued illness of the Chief Secretary
and I feel that we all miss from our midst
his pleasant personality.

I wish, also, to congratulate the Minis-
ter for Railways on the way in which he
has helped us over our difficulties in the
absence of the Chief Secretary. He has
taken on a very onerous task at short
notice, and we hope that the Chief Sec-
retary will soon be with us again. Mr.
Jeffery has already touched on certain

but I would like to draw attention to the
necessity of some drainage being carried
out in the vicinity of Brown's Lake. This
area lies between Redford Park and Mor-
ley Park and is a very important district,
which is developing rapidly. Many people
in that district are still in distress owing
to flooding, in spite of the fact that the
present winter has not been so disastrous
in that regard as the preceding one. Only
yesterday I received a ring on the tele-
phone from a person living off Camboon
rd., in relation to flooding, and I intend
to do all I can to prevail on the Govern-
ment to make an early start on the drain-
ing of that area.

I desire to compliment the Minister for
Transport on the wonderful work he has
done in overcoming so many of our trans-
port problems, with special reference to
the Inglewood district, as the trolley buses
serving that area are an unqualified suc-
cess. One can travel right through, from
the Beaulort-st. terminus, Bayswater, to
the river at Barrack-st. now, Instead of
having the tiring walk over the Beaufort-
st. bridge which, in the hotter months,
is a real trial to many mothers, especi-
ally. The traffic lights are a great im-
provement and make travelling on the
roids easier and safer. I, personally, have
much more confidence in the ordered way
in which the traffic now flows and I am
sure that when traffic lights are installed
in Barrack-st. they will prove-they have
elsewhere in the city-to be an unqualified
success. I repeat that the Minister for
Transport has done a very worthwhile
job in the interests of the people of this
State.

The housing shortage has eased con-
siderably and one does not now receive
many complaints in regard to housing.
Some people move now and again from
one dwelling to another, but the present
position cannot be compared with the
tragic state of affairs which existed when
I first entered this Parliament. I feel
we all owe the Minister for Housing a
debt of gratitude for what he has done
in the Past few years to alleviate the
housing shortage. I hear on all sides,
from pensioners and all other sections of
our society, praise for the work he has
done and the ordered way in which he
has got us over our housing problems.
In comparison with the other States of
the Commonwealth-particularly New
South Wales and South Australia-we no
longer have a housing problem. I was
amazed last year, when travelling through
those States and making a study of the
position, to realise that Western Austra-
lia can now raise its head proudly and
look the rest of the Commonwealth in
the face so far as the housing of its
people is concerned.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: With
the applications for what year are they now
dealing?
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The Hon. Rt. P. HUTCHISON: I think Recently, when Mrs. Nonimea, a Japan-
there is now about a two-year lag, but
that was the normal position as it existed
before the war. it is now possible for
People to secure houses quite easily, apart
from through the State Housing Commis-
sion. Many private organisations adver-
Use frequently in the Press to that effect.

As a woman I must Protest here against
the attitude of some people towards the
atom bomb and nuclear tests. I feel it
is my duty to protest not only on behalf
of the women of the community, but also
on behalf of all humanity and that, of
course, includes the menfolk. I wish to
speak of the sufferings of women and the
fears they have owing to the tragic state
of affairs which has arisen-the almost
criminal action of those who continue to
carry out atomic tests. We do not
know what will be the effect on unborn
generations. I read a leading article in
the Hobart "Mercury," which I think it is
worth my while to read to the House. It
stated-

Nuclear Radiation is a Palpable Risk.
The voice of the fatalist was heard

when the United States Atomic
Energy Commission said that man
must learn to live with new risks in
every technological advance.

The real question is whether man
can continue to live at all under the
conditions which have been created
by the development of nuclear ex-
plosives.

The A.EC. was commenting on the
report of the United Nations scienti-
fic committee which said that stop-
ping nuclear weapons explosions
would act to the benefit of human
health.

This authoritative report cannot be
rejected on the ground that the risks
have not been completely proved. It
is enough that the committee, after
exhaustive study, believes that the
health of people may be in danger.
The world can choose to live with
the risk, as the A.EC. suggests: the
only trouble is that it does not know
how big the risk is.

The mere existence of uncertainty
makes it all the more imperative that
the nations should cease nuclear
weapon tests. The atomic experts
who have been meeting in Geneva
to discuss ways of detecting tests may
have established the technical basis
for an international agreement to
suspend tests. It is Purposeless to
seek an agreement on the political
level without some assurance that It
can be enforced.

The hope, however tenuous, is that
if the nations could agree to stop
tests in the interest of human
health, they might be able then to
think about the next step, which is
to ensure that a nuclear war will not
take place.

ese Doctor of Medicine and a very well
educated woman, visited Western Austra-
lia. she told us of the research that had
been made into the effect of radio activ-
ity and the frightening results that had
been discovered. She said that as a re-
sult of experiments conducted on mice,
the effects of nuclear radiation were car-
ried through to the 26th generation. The
information she gave was really dread-
ful and made me think how terrible it
would be even to suggest that such things
could happen.

We are holding these nuclear tests
without being aware of what we may be
handing down to future generations. it
is the duty of every right-thinking per-
son to protest against these atomic ex-
plosions which are being conducted in
various parts of the world today. We
know the danger that might result and
yet, apart from making a few verbal pro-
tests, no further action is taken. I would
like to see every Government make a
strong protest against these dreadful
atomic tests being made.

A hardy annual which is always being
brought before this House is the question
of the granting of citizenship rights to
our natives. I hope that this session the
Government will bring down a Bill to
grant all natives in the State citizenship
rights, and that when it is brought before
the House members will give it every con-
sideration with a view to its ultimate pass-
ing. It is my firm opinion that, as a people,
we are responsible for many of the draw-
backs and hardships that are suffered by
natives.

There is no doubt that it has been only
by the impact of white civilisation on the
native population that they have suffered
degradation and a lowering of their way
of life, If we have been forced to put
up with any unpleasantness, I am sure
it is as a result of our own doing because
the natives have a right to be treated as
citizens. If a suitable law is passed we can.
by trial and error, build up something
that will make for a happy native popula-
tion, instead of having the stigma placed
upon us that we are not properly attend-
ing to the welfare of these people.

Throughout the world there is an
awakening conscience among all races that
no matter whether a person's skin is black
or white he has the same feelings and the
same reaction as any other, and it is our
duty to grant the natives the privilege--
if we can call it such--of citizenship
following which we can tackle the
native Problem by means of trial and
error. The United Nations charter
was drafted not only for the bene-
fit of the white races but also for
the benefit of the natives of this State.
I realise we have got ourselves into
a real mess in the handling of this
problem. Nevertheless, I think it can
be solved, and if it is tackled in the proper
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Way we can soon uncover its worst fea-
tures and eradicate them. Further, it
may be that there might not be as many
obstacles in front of us as we think.

If members of this House could visit
the various native missions they would
be astounded at the training that is
given the native girls and boys. Following
humanitarian training, properly applied,
there is nothing to be feared in granting
natives their citizenship rights. It is
amazing how quickly young native child-
ren respond to proper treatment and train-
ing. At the moment, of course, we cannot
expect anything other than that which we
are getting. If we educate native children
to the age of 14 and then let them go
bush again, we can expect nothing but
trouble. It is time, therefore, that we
made a real start to overcome this problem.

I now want to express some words of
praise for the Hawke Government in the
application of its policy towards the im-
plementation of its social service pro-
gramme in Western Australia. I am a
member of that Government and I am
always extremely proud-especially when
I am abroad-of its achievements, and its
efforts towards the alleviation of the suf-
fering of many groups of handicapped
people, and the raising of their living
standards.

For example, at the moment there is
a beautiful building being constructed in
South Perth called N'gala, which is the
native word for "we two" or "mother and
child". When I was much younger I
was a member of a committee which was
interested in the activities of the Alexandra
Home which sheltered unmarried mothers
who, in those days-and even now-were
dubbed as unfortunates, because they had
to bear the stigma of entering such a
borne. However, in these more enlightened
days young unmarried mothers will be
taken into N'gala and be cared for by
well-trained personnel because this home
is also to be a mothercraft training centre.
It should be realised by all of us, there-
fore, what such establishments mean to
a. community.

I think that our Premier, as Minister
for Child Welfare, should receive special
congratulations on awakening the people's
conscience to the need of a home such
as this. The Government also Proposes
to build a new mental hospital, and I
understand that the children's section
is to be built first and constructed on
scientific lines. I[ know of a lady who has
just returned from overseas and who has
brought with her information on all the
latest developments of mental hygiene
abroad. I am now waiting to see whether
our mental institutions will be abreast of
these developments overseas, and will pro-
vide something real in the alleviation of
pain and suffering for the mentally
afflicted, or whether, -when the new build-
ings are completed. they will merely repre-
sent a stone building.

In regard to the employment of mentally
handicapped children, I would like to have
it recorded that last week a symposium
was given on the employment of the
handicapped child. I think members.
should realise what is meant by the use-
of this term. We have many different
societies working for the benefit of handi-,
capped children in our community, and
there is an awakening of the conscience
of many people.

Although we have all these various org-
anisations working for the benefit of han-
dicapped children, when they are trained
it is most difficult to place them in em-
ployment. I understand that in England
Provision is made for a percentage of
handicapped people to be employed in
factories. That principle should be applied
here to a greater degree than it is now.
If we educate these Young handicapped
children up to the age of employment and
then discover that we have no place to
employ them, it is found that they re-
enter a world of oblivion and grow up
mal-adjusted with all the associate evils.

I think the employers in our State
should consider this problem. In fact, I
have suggested that a committee should
be set up consisting of a doctor, a psycho-
logist, a psychiatrist, a member of the
Employers' Federation and a representa-
tive of employees, with an independent
chairman, so that they could get together
and work out a scheme to employ such
children on a progressive basis. I think
this is a problem that should be faced by
every member of Parliament because I
think we all agree it is one that should
be tackled immediately.

The granting of a pension to these child-
ren when they reach maturity is not help-
ing the problem because they find them-
selves at a dead end. If these young people
were gainfully employed, even on a re-
stricted scale, as I suggested the ether
night, we could do a great deal for them.
Thle problem should not be left for solu-
tion to a few struggling committees who
do their best but who find the task im-
possible unless their efforts are co-
ordinated.

There is no doubt that this is a very
important question because it is something
that will affect every home in which any
handicapped child resides. It does not
matter whether a child is physically or
mentally handicapped, he is all part of one
big picture, and we must make every ef-
fort to ensure that these children are
found some useful occupation. At the
moment doctors and other people in charge
of them have the onerous task of placing
such children in employment. Those who
cannot be employed do not understand
why they have been deprived of making a
livelihood. if handicapped children were
placed in employment-even though they
work only part-time they have a useful
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contribution to make--a great saving
'would be effected in the economy of the
state, generally.

I now wish to speak on the establish-
ment of botanical gardens which is an
extremely important subject. I am hoping
that, when a committee or a board is set
up to investigate the possibility of estab-
lishing botanical gardens in Perth, a
woman will be appointed as a member.
Women are known to be much more
aesthetic in their outlook than men. I1
know that on the Continent, English and
Australian women in particular are noted
for their outstanding ability in floral art
and similar fields of endeavour. That be-
ing so, why not make use of their talent
when a decision is made on where the bo-
tanical gardens shall go? There is no
doubt that women should be invited to
take an active and prominent part in this
endeavour. We often overlook the abilit
of women in this particular field.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Before
the tea, suspension I was speaking on the
botanical gardens. To resume, I ask that
women be considered in this field of en-
deavour. I know that Kings Park has
been mentioned as a site for the new bot-
anical gardens, or at least a part of it,
but to my mind there is another site which
is also most suitable. That is near Rea-
bold Hill. It is a natural gardens site with
a natural pool. Other women besides
myself have considered that site to be very
good for at least part of the botanical
gardens, if not the whole. I hope con-
sideration of the site will be given and
it will not be bulldozed over in the rush
of the Empire Games, and we thereby lose
this natural asset. My suggestion is well
-worth consideration.

While spe-aking on this subject I would
refer to something that has exercised my
mind and the minds. of other women be-
longing to different associations in this
State. We have discussed this matter at
various times, We have a wonderful
opportunity to conserve the wildflowers of
the State. One spot that appeals to me
as a reserve is a strip on each side of the
highway between Perth and Northama,
through the hills where one can find
almost any wildflower belonging to that
district, and perhaps others as well.

I consider such a reserve would be worth
millions of pounds to this State as a
tourist attraction in the years to come.
We have opportunities to display wild-
flowers in Western Australia because it
is a young State with vast portions of it
not yet used. If we thought in -a progres-
sive way and with more civic pride
and with less idea of grabbing land for
economic development, we would realise
that there were other ways of conserving
the wealth and attractions of the State.

To my mind steps should now be taken
to conserve some of our wild flora which
is both Prehistoric and unique. By so do-
ing we would render a wonderful service
to the State.

On the way to Geraldton, near Three
Springs, there is a portion of the highway
which is a veritable heaven in the spring-
time. I once took a picture of the wild-
flowers there. I took the Picture with me
to Victoria. I wrote down the colours of
the flowers as I saw them. The people in
Melbourne would not believe me when I
told them of the various colours to be
found in the one spot shown on the pic-
ture. I could not get the picture coloured.
We have here a wonderful growth of wild-
flowers. if a few acres alongside the main
highway, such as is found on the way to
Geraldton, can be retained in its natural
condition as a flora reserve, we will have a
great tourist attraction.

There Is a similar spot between Southern
Cross and Yellowdine where the everlast-
ings grow. In my early youth on the
Murchison, I greatly enjoyed the sight of
everlastings. They were beautiful and a
source of great delight to me.

I understand from the members repre-
senting the Goldfields that the wattle
in season is a pretty picture to look at.
At present, when land is still readily avail-
able, steps should be taken to acquire
some for flora, reserves. The return to
the State would be many times greater
than the cost of preserving the strips I
have referred to. Perhaps there are other
spots which members are aware of.

The H-on. 0. C. MacKinnon: You mean
to use the verge on each side.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes, the
verge on each side. In the spot near
Three Springs, the display is outstanding.
Every bush blazes in its glory in spring
around September. To reserve an acre or
two along those highways would not be a
great loss. I repeat that it would pour
millions of pounds into this State as a6
tourist attraction in years to come.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That has already
been applied for several times.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I have
asked for that to be done. on Sunday,
while I was on the way to Northam, I
became aware of what a great heritage
we had; and it would be a pity if we did
not make use of it. I hope that I have
opened up a subject on which other
hon. members may have some thoughts;
I do not think this matter belongs to any
particular political party. The spots I
refer to are a natural heritage of the
State. Very likely there are places in the
South-West of which I am not aware. in
considering this proposal we should be
generous in our views.

I now touch on a subject in which I am
very interested. Last week I asked a ques-
tion in this House to which I got a reply
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which does not please me. I do not think
much thought has been given to the
answer and for that reason I am now going
to discourse on the subject. I asked the
Minister for Railways--

Will the Minister give consideration
to including the auxiliary language-
Esperanto-as a subject for examina-
tion in the Teachers' College, with a
view to having Esperanto included in
the school curriculum?

The Minister replied-
Esperanto has made little headway

in gaining recognition as a world lan-
guage and its inclusion in the already
over-crowded school curriculum could
not be justified.

I do not think much consideration was
given to the subject at all in view of a re-
ply of that nature within a. few hours of
the question. It appeared to be a stereo-
typed answer to be included in the records
-an opinion of Perhaps one person. I
shall now give the House an insight into
Esperanto. The paper I have here was
written by Dr. C. J. Adcock, M.A., lecturer
at Victoria College. Wellington. New Zea-
land. He said-

Quite apart from the value Esper-
anto may have to pupils when they
leave school there are a number of
weighty reasons why some use should
be made of it as a contribution to
the ordinary school work. Whether or
not the extensive teaching of Es-
peranto on the ground of its value,
immediate or potential, as a means of
international communication is diffi-
cult to determine with any certainty,
but there does seem to be strong evi-
dence that the teaching of Esperanto
pays immediate dividends in the
school.

Two school subjects at the primary
level are directly related to Esperanto;
English and geography. In the case of
English it is found that the study of
Esperanto gives an insight into lan-
guage structure, which a direct study
of English grammar fails to give. It
was found in Eccles (England), that
taking time out of the normal English
teaching periods to teach Esperanto
not only gave the pupils a working
knowledge of Esperanto in one year,
but actually increased the average
mark in English. At the same time
there was a pronounced increase in
the interest in geography. Correspon-
dence with children in other countries
is a surprising stimulus to the study
of the countries concerned. This
effect is increased by the prestige value
of the achievement.

One could not stress too highly the
value of correspondence carried out in
this way. It not only motivates the
learning of Esperanto itself but takes
allied social studies within its halo and

what is surely extremely important in
a world threatened by hydrogen bombs,
reduces international tensions.

Much opposition to the teaching of
Esperanto has come from a mistaken
idea that its introduction into the
schools would be inimical to foreign
language learning. The contrary is the
truth and constitutes the strongest
argument for Esperanto in the schools.
Professor Findlay, an acknowledged
authority on the teaching of foreign
languages, puts forward in his text
on "Modern Language Learning" a
proposal that Esperanto should be
used as an introductory course when-
ever foreign languages are taught. He
bases this on actual experiments car-
ried out in England and on his own
experience with a group of graduate
teachers who spent a fortnight learn-
ing Esperanto in order to make a study
of the difficulties faced by the beginner
in a new language.

Not only in England but in other
countries also it has been shown con-
clusively that one year of Esperanto
followed by one year of foreign lan-
guage gives better command of the
foreign language than two years of
the foreign language alone. This is
quite understandable since the begin-
ners tend to be overwhelmed by the
complexities of a new language. Es-
peranto provides them with a simple
grammatical framework which, be-
cause of the absence of exceptions.
can be easily understood.

One of the weaknesses of our own
language students is that they begin
with little understanding of gram-
matical structure. The study of Es-
peranto in the final years of the pri-
mary school would make good this de-
ficiency. It would provide a practical
motive for grammatical study; it
would provide simple material with
which to work; and it would carry the
Pupil beyond the confines of the
national language.

I read that because I thought it
worth while to do so. That was my own
experience when I started to learn
Esperanto. Within six months I could
correspond in a limited way with people
in almost every country in Europe. This
impact made me realise what the teach-
ing of Esperanto would mean to children
who probably have no hope of going on
a world tour under normal circumstances.
Here is the opening of a door to knowledge.
Esperanto always attracted mec because of
its neutrality. It cuts across national
barriers and it is universal.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Is it
taught as a study in any other State educa-
tional system?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes, in
New Zealand. It is from New Zealand
that I have Just read the article. I have
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here another article on children and migration schemes. In the Esperanto
Esperanto. This is from a speech by Dr.
J. J. Findlay, Professor of Education.
University of Manchester. I might say
that after the war, Esperanto was made a
subject of examination for all workers'
colleges throughout Britain. The article
says-

Teachers of modern languages com-
monly regard Esperanto as a rival, to
be treated with hostility if not with
contempt. They should rather wel-
come it as an ally, for if our children
were permitted to master the general
principles of grammar and phonetics
through this medium, they would find
half the difficulties removed, when a
year or two later, they try their teeth
on Latin or French. A single year, at
about the age of ten, given by a good
teacher of Esperanto, is all that we
need request from the school time-
table, and the need claims only about
half an hour per diem. After this
year, if circumstances make it neces-
sary Esperanto may be dropped to
make room for one of the languages
required by school authorities. The
experience will not have been f or-
gotten, for the children, if the ground
work has been properly laid, will
easily recover and extend their power
in this language at a later Period of
life, when they find the practical need
of it. All depends on the skill with
which they are taught not by trans-
lation from the native tongue but by
direct speech and writing, communi-
cating after the first three months.
with children in foreign countries
passing through a like experience.

For we must never forget that the
use of foreign speech is a momentous
step in mental development; it is a
release from the inhibitions of the
tongue-tied monoglot; once this re-
sistance is overcome, using a medium
in which the conditions as to grammar
and spelling are simplified, the pupil
can pass on to encounter French or
Latin with greater chance of success.
I dwell on this point because it is
usually left out of account, and it
should serve to allay the fears of
"specialists' in French or German or
Italian who often suppose, without
any warrant, that the success of Es-
peranto constitutes a danger to their
interests. On the contrary, every re-
cruit to Esperanto is a potential recruit
to French, to Italian, to German. For
many Esperantists become travellers
to foreign lands and find through
intercourse with foreign peoples that
enlargement of sympathy which is
the foundation of sound modern
language culture.

If Esperanto were introduced into the
education curriculum of the State, it
would break down some of the barriers
and difficulties we encounter through our

circle, I have seen a strong man almost
weep when he found he could express
himself so that someone could understand
his Problem. When this man landed here
he could speak English only to a limited
extent. It is all right for a person to askc
for bread or water, or even to utter short
sentences, but to be able to express a
thought is a different matter.

Also, if Esperanto were taught in our
schools, our children would learn to be
broader minded and to avoid the prejudice
that somehow enters the minds of people
in Australia when they hear a foreign
language spoken.

Esperanto is quite simple to under-
stand. In Australia we all speak the one
language. We cannot go over an indiscern-
ible line and be in another country, there
to hear another language spoken. We
have no trained ear for other languages.
Therefore, we are not as ready as are
People in other lands to appreciate the
Pronunciation of a foreign tongue. Esper-
anto is a wonderful step forward to better
understanding among peoples. It is a
neutral language. It was made up by Dr.
Zamenhof, a Polish oculist, who had the
dream of the brotherhood of man in
mind.

He compiled this language, and it is
made up of root words, with affixes and
suffixes, of other languages so that, in
fact, it is taken from every language, It
is taken from French, German, Italian,
Latin and English. There are no excep-
tions. It is, therefore, very simple to learn.
I have found that what the professor said.
is true. I was doing French and German
at the same time, and when I learnt Esper-
anto I was able to read much more quick-
ly and with a better understanding. The
compilation of a word shines through when
one becomes language-conscious.

I cannot see that any educational cur-
riculum could be so overloaded that it
could not embrace a subject such as Esper-
anto, especially in a country like Australia
where international understanding is of
such vital importance.

Recently I was in New Zealand, and
Esperanto is taught in that country. I
attended a conference there, and then
flew to Melbourne to open an all-Austra-
lia conference-it was really international
in character-of the Esperanto league.
There I listened to something wonderful;
and this, perhaps, might explain to mem-
bers what I am trying to say. I listened
to the representatives of 30 different coun-
tries give greetings in Esperanto. There
were representatives from China, Brazil,
Italy, England, Sweden, Indonesia and
Japan.' to mention a-few, and their greet-
ings came over so clearly that we could
understand what they said. That was a
wonderful contribution to international
understanding and international tensions;
because, after all, we fear what we do not
understand.
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In ray opinion, this is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for us to do something through a
language that is easily taught. Dr. Vera
Summers taught Esperanto at the Presby-
terian Ladies College, but she had to teach
it in her own time, and the task was be-
yond her. The only way to introduce this
subject into our schools is through the
teachers' college. It is simple enough to be
taught at the later primary school classes.
A person does not have to go to a university
to learn it. It would be marvellous if our
children could write to other chidren. The
scout movement has its own Esperanto
association. Indeed. neary all children's
movements of a worldwide nature em-
brace this important language.

I am discoursing on this subject tonight
in order that my opinions on it may be
known. I have been a great supporter
of Esperanto for many years now. I wish
to give a few practical applications of
Esperanto so that it will be on record.
In commerce, considerable use is made
of it in advertising. For instance, several
large airlines, including K.L.M., S.A.S. and
Qantas, advertise in Esperanto. In tour-
ism, vast quantities of literature are pub-
lished in Esperanto. Esperanto associa-
tions organise collective trips of Esperan-
tists to other countries. For example,
there was one to Corsica after the Mar-
seilles congress last year.

Esperanto is accepted in post offices, and
in radio. Last year 1,230 radio broadcasts
were made in Esperanto by 20 stations in
12 countries. If members do not under-
stand what Esperanto is, I am giving them
this information so that they will know
something about it, and will support it.

In 1924, Esperanto was officially recog-
nised by the League of Nations as a clear
language-not a code-for telegraphic pur-
poses. With regard to films, several short
films have been made with Esperanto
sound tracks, including a cultural film
on Denmark, and "Australia Today,"
which latter has been in great demand
overseas. Also, V.E.A. has a library of
tape recordings in Esperanto on such
topics as "Feeding a Hungry World, "
"Automation," and so on. These are
available on loan. Lecture tours by skilled
Esperantists are constantly taking place.
With respect to correspondence, U.E.A.
runs an official service for those seeking
pen-f riends.

Some 60 Printed newspapers and periodi-
cals appear regularly, and about 50 dupli-
cated bulletins. The B.E.A. library has a
collection of over 3,000 items. The final
proof to me that Esperanto is a living
language is that it is capable of being used
for the purposes of translation. It has
been possible to translate the works of
Shakespeare and the great literary works
of other countries into Esperanto. This is
proof that it is a living language because
if a language cannot be used for the
purposes of translation, it dies.

This is something that we in Austra-
lia should think of. Esperanto is an in-
ternational auxiliary language. It cuts
across international tension and helps to
erase international prejudice. Esperanto
fulfils these requirements. It is a neutral
language, and it is Pleasing to the ear.
It is easy to learn, and its grammar will
go on a postcard; and the language, gen-
erally, Is clear, flexible and expressive.

It is only 60 years since Dr. Zamenhof
gave this gift to the world, and we might
now take another step forward to develop
it for our use and edification, I shall
make another request to the Education
Department, and I hope to get a more
encouraging reply than the one I received
the other day.

I wish now to touch on the subject of
hire purchase. I understand that a Bill,
dealing with this matter, is to be brought
down later. I em glad to know this. I
have asked widely, among the constituents
in my province, about this matter, and
they all agree that something -should be
done to protect the people against the
incidence of hire purchase, which seems
to have gone mad in the last year or
two.

I have here an extract from the Mel-
bourne "Herald." The Government in
that State is not a Labour one. This
article has quite a Political flavour in re-
gard to the robbery aspect of hire pur-
chase as it applies to the public. It
states-

There will he general approval of
the State Government's decision to
legislate for the protection of the
people from hire-purchase exploita-
tion. Hire-purchase facilities are
generally of great value. But even
when administered by reputable com-
panies, the charges appear to be high.
And it has become clear that there is
a fringe of extortion that should not
be tolerated. In all cases, customers'
rights must be safeguarded.

At present the so-called "Ifiat"'
rates of hire-Purchase interest range
from 6 per cent. on new cars to 10
per cent. or more on household items.
The effective rate works out at almost
double the flat rate and averages 17?
per cent. for the major companies.
There are some forms of agreement
which commit the purchaser to pay
interest at a rate of more than 40
per cent.

Reforms that limit interest to a fair
return for the service and its risks
would be of value to the community
and would, at the same time, check
an unhealthy tendecy for some fin-
ance companies to attract investment
funds away from public loans by the
offer of very high returns.

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: Is that the
State Government of Victoria or the Fed-
eral Government?
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The Hon. R, F. HUTCHISON: It is the
State Government of Victoria. I am hop-
ing that the Premiers of the States will
be able to do something in this matter.
They all realise that hire purchase is
casting a shadow over the community;
and it is also helping towards the ruin
of many of our young folk.

I should like to have a few words to say
on the unemployment situation, local pro-
ducts and the Federal Budget. I think
they can all be tied together. The Men-
zies Budget has been a great shock to
people throughout Australia. In my
opinion its parsimonious attitude to the
States has gone beyond the point of
sound reasoning and the States have
a common ground for appeal. They
have been ill-used by the Commonwealth
Government, a Government which, al-
though it has £17,000,000 unspent in the
defence vote, cannot give our old age pen-
sioners sufficient to live on in a respect-
able way. So far as this State is con-
cerned, the Federal Government has
played politics of a very low standard.

I say that, because this State, although
vast and undeveloped, is rich in potential.
Last year I heard it described by an
American economist as a State that could
mortgage itself for £50,000,000 and still
become solvent in ten years.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: Which econo-
mist said that?

The Hon. R. F. HUT1CHISON: I do not
think he was far wrong. We have heard
a lot about the great northern areas and
I do not want to weary members by re-
peating what has already been said. I
know the North as I know all other parts
of Western Australia because I have lived
in various places throughout this State.
I know, too, that there is untold wealth
in the North, and the greatest insult to
this State has been the refusal of the Com-
monwealth Government to allow us to ex-
ploit our iron ore; yet what happened a
few years ago in regard to Icoolan Island?

Unemployment is increasing in this State
and that is largely because of the attitude
and policy of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. If we now had a Federal Labour
Government, it would be passing out
money to be used for Public works, and
other works which would create employ-
ment.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Where would you
get it from?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The
money is there. Even the £17,000,000,
which has not been spent on the defence
vote, could be used for that purpose.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I suppose you
would add some more taxes on to the
people.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON,. I heard
the hon. member talking about what the
Unswke Government is doing.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What they are
not doing.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: No Gov-
ernment has anything like the record that
this one has, especially when it is realised
it is suffering a disadvantage because of
the restricted franchise for this House.
People are more or less hood-winked be-
cause they do not know what it means
for a Government to be able to get its
legislation passed by this Chamber: people
do not know the difference between policy
and what actually happens.

We need not have unemployment in this
State. It is a good State being spoilt by
the parsimonious attitude of the Common-
wealth Government, a Government which
should have a wider and better apprecia-
tion of this State's Potential, If we were
given the capital we could stand on our
own feet. We have the potential but not
sufficient money to do anything about it
because of our small Population. If only
the Commonwealth Government had the
sense it would realise that if it granted
more money to the State that money would
be returned with interest. After all, the
Commonwealth would not be putting the
money into a sieve; it would be like put-
ting the money into an empty purse which
would fill up rapidly and then overflow,
thus returning that money to the Common-
wealth.

On top of that we have the disadvan-
tage of a restricted franchise for this
Chamber. We have to fight to get mem-
bers into this House, and it always hits
back on US, as a Labour Party, more than
it does on anyone else. The Country
Party has now experienced the same sort
of thing. Previously it did not have to
fight elections in certain provinces. We
did not provide opposition because we
knew we would have no opportunity of
securing the necessary votes, and elections
cost many hundreds of pounds. However,
now that the Country Party has experi-
enced this type of opposition I hope its
members will be a little more reasonable
when the Government tries to do some-
thing to amend the Present legislation. It
seems stupid to me that we should have
to carry on here with a franchise which
is so out of date, especially in a State like
this-a State wvhich is ready to march
and yet is being held down. The British
people long ago threw away the type of
legislation that is still in existence in this
State. They realised years ago that the
franchise we have is no good.

We are the only State in Australia which
still has this franchise, and I cannot under-
stand why mnembers will not do anything
about it. We are the most backward State
in Australia in regard to the Legislative
Council franchise. When I was in New
Zealand I asked the authorities there
what would happen if the Government
suggested a return of the Legislative
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Council. They said that the Government
which reintroduced the Legislative Coun-
cil would die.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: That is a
Labour Government.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Hon.
members must realise that it was an anti-
Labour government that abolished the
Legislative Council in New Zealand, and
apparently they must have been progressive
thinkers. It is unfortunate that we do
not have some of them in this State.
I know it hurts, but at every opportunity
I get I will speak about this matter. Women
have now taken their place in the House
of Lords, and we can expect some revolu-
tionary changes in England. We might
even get true democracy throughout the
British Empire-one never knows!

I speak about the francise of this
House, because it galls me to think that
intelligent women are denied the right to
vote at Legislative Council elections where
everything pertaining to their well-being
and the progress of the State is involved.
They cannot vote for the Legislative Coun-
cil unless they own property; and the
worst part of it is that some women-
if they happen to be single women or
widows, and live in their own houses-
have the right to vote, while housewives,
who are the salt and bread of the nation,
are denied that right. The house-
wives are the ones who are urging their
husbands on to better thoughts; they are
the ones who counsel their husbands when
they want advice-and the husbands
generally accept it-but they are denied
the democratic right of saying who shall
represent them in this Chamber.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: She gets
the say so why give her the vote?

The Hon. R.. F. HUTCHISON: That is
the opinion of opposition parties. If a
mnember of my party said that I would
stand him up on the mat for it; but I
do not think anyone of my party would
express such a thought.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: A woman gets
a vote for the Federal Senate.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes, but
in Western Australia-the place where
she applies all her energies-she is denied
the right of a vote for the Legislative
Council. I was at a. big meeting recently
and as I looked around the hall at all the
women there I wondered how many of
them had a say in the destiny of their own
State. These women have been working
for years and yet they have no say in what
should happen here. Perhaps it is just
as well because there might be more
changes all of a sudden; but one day.
perhaps, my dream will come true and
more women will be elected to this cham-
ber; they will back me up instead of
MY being the only one taking it on the
chin all the time.

The I-on. L. A. Logan: I thought you
wanted to abolish this Chamber.

The Non. R.. F. HUTCHISON: I should
now like to talk to members about local
products. This may be a far cry from the
franchise for this Chamber, but I will have
plenty to say about that subject when the
Bill on this matter is introduced. If we pur-
chase more local products ive might be
able to obtain the finance which the
Commonwealth- Government denies us.
If we patronised our own State industries,
and gave them the opportunity of expand-
ing their factories and improving their
products they would be able to absorb
all our unemployed. I know that if
every housewife supported her own State
and bought local products she would be
doing something for the State, and that
would be reflected In the opportunities
given to her husband and children of
finding employment.

Yesterday I went into one of the large
retail shops in town and asked for a
locally-made garment. It was not avail-
able. I went to four different establish-
ments and was not able to obtain it, and
when I asked why, they put up all the
excuses imaginable. They showed me
other types of clothes made in the Eastern
States and elsewhere, which they said
were better than those made in this
State. I said I was sorry but I did not
want them; I wanted this garment which
is made in our own State. Eventually
I got what I wanted: it is a very good
article of clothing. They claimed that
the local products were not as good as
those made elsewhere; but recently a sur-
vey was made and it was found that the
local products are as good as those made
in the Eastern States. It seems to me that
the retailers in Western Australia hold
our manufacturers up, to ransom, and they
-will not buy Western Australian products.
They send their buyers to the Eastern
States every year and thus spend our local
money In other States.

I do not know why it goes on; I think it
would be much better for everybody if
all the people in Western Australia put
their shoulders to the wheel and made sure
that in their homes at least, local products
were used so far as possible. That would
do away with a good deal of our unemploy-
ment, and surely it is the commonsense
approach to the problem! We send millions
of pounds to the Eastern States each
year for the purchase of goods but they.
in return, buy only about a quarter as
much of our goods.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you
now want us to tell our wives what to
do?

The I-on. R. F. EJTCH-ISON: They
might be glad of some relief. It is quite
different from asking for a vote for them.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: Do you buy
local products?
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The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I do; I
buy all the local products I can.

The Hon. A. Rt. Jones: Even if they
are inferior?

The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I have
not found the local products to be inferior,
There is a kit of stupid prejudice about
local products, but we have a committee.
of which I am the chairman-it is an all-
women's committee-and if we get a com-
plaint about local products we investigate
it.

The Hon. G. C, MacKinnon: What about
the costs of local products?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON. The
price of local products is always cheaper,
and they are better than the imported
article. Plaistowes' can peaches and
apricots, and I received a letter from a
housewife saying that the apricots have a
wonderful flavour and the peaches are
just as good. She complimented Plais-
towes on their products. I sent a copy
of the letter to the firm.

I have been asked whether I think the
local chocolates are as good as the imported
article. Many people cry them down but,
although I do not eat many chocolates I
do not think that the local product is iJn-
ferior to the imported one. In my opinion
it is a matter of taste, and it would not
hurt people to adjust their taste on
occasions. If we supported our local in-
dustries we would overcome many of our
unemployment problems. With those re-
marks I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

THE 140N. G. BENNETTS (South-E-ast)
18_14]: I did not intend to speak this
evening but as no other member is avail-
able to take the opportunity offering I
have come forward and I will give mem-
bers about a ninety minute resume of a
trip through the South-East Province.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Nineteen
minutes or 90 minutes?

The Hon. 0. BENNflTS: Ninety
minutes.

The Hon. 0. E. Jeffery: Not around
the world in 80 days?

The Hon. 0. BENI'I'rS: Mr. Presi-
dent, you have been elected to an im-
portant position in this Chamber and I
congratulate you on your election. Like
other members I do not like to see any
person defeated, as the previous President
was on this occasion. He did a good Job
while he occupied that chair and I must
congratulate him for the service he
rendered this House during his term. I
know that we can expect from you, Mr.
President, every consideration and assist-
ance, and I feel sure you will see that
justice is done.

I would like to congratulate the new
member, Mr Abbey, though we are always
very sorry to see an old member defeated.
Mr. Baxter was very hard-working and
he did all he could for his constituency.
However, the people wanted a change and
accordingly we have a new member on the
floor of the House. From what we have
heard of him during the debate on the
Address-in-reply, it is quite apparent he
is most able, and will follow the example
set by his predecessor.

I was very fortunate to be re-elected
and I would like to thank the People in
my electorate for their support. I feel sure
we are all very sorry to find our Chief
Secretary is missing from the Chamber,
and we hope he will soon be back with
us when he regains his good health. I
supported the condolence motion to the
late Sir Harold Seddon who was a
most prominent personage both in this
Chamber and in public life. As members
know we also lost two members in an-
other place, namely, Messrs. Rodoreda
and Ackland but this matter has been
dealt with by other members and I will
not enlarge on the subject.

I am most concerned about one of the
important industries that I represent,
namely, the mining industry. In particul-
lar I would like to refer to the goidmining
industry which, to my mind, was respon-
sible for putting Perth on the map of
Australia. We must all agree, however,
that with the production of wheat and
wool these ccmmodities must come first.
We must no lose sight of the fact,
however, that today the gold-mining
industry is in a, very bad position.
It is most necessary that we should
secure an increase in the price of gold.
We all know that the cost of living has
risen considerably, and unless we have a
comparative rise in the price of gold, I
do not know where we will finish. I have
some interesting figures which I shall
quote to the House a little later.

Mr. Teahan has already mentioned the
good work that is being done by the
School of Mines in Kalgoorlie. We have
some very experienced men, particularly
in the goldmining industry. We all know
that mining companies are driling in an
endeavour to see where they can secure
the best value. For the interest of memn-
bers I would point out that the North Kal-
gurlie Mine is a large project which pro-
duces 28,000 tons of ore a month, the
value of which is 5 dwts. per ton, or per-
haps a bit more. It is necessary for this
mine to secure the appropriate tonnage to
enable it to carry on, and unless it is able
to get the crushings it is not possible for
it to continue, because wages cost in the
region of £450,000. There are 475 people
employed on that mine, and it carries
stores to the value of £500,000. So I1 think
it will be seen how important a venture
it is.
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We also have the Great Boulder Mine
which produces 38,000 tons of ore with the
same value as previously mentioned. Wages
on this mine amount to £900,000; it has
750 men employed.

The Hon. J. Murray: How many pockets
do they know of better than that?

The Hon. 0. BENNETrS: If the hon.
member understands mining he will know
that there is a certain lode which is called
the sweetening up lode, and the company
must secure good value in that lode to
enable it to carry on. It might strike 5
dwts. or 2j dwts. It works from the vari-
ous stopes to keep their higher value
going. It is necessary to do this in order
to secure an average rate of ore.

Another of the big mines is the Lake
View and Star; indeed it is the biggest.
It crushes or treats 750,000 tons of ore a
month; its wages amount to E1.200,000.
The Lake View and Star is connected
with other mines, and the dirt is carried
underneath the surface, by electric rail-
way through to the main shaft. There are
1,050 employees on this mine. The Gold
Mines of Kalgoorlie crushes 41,000 tons
of ore of the same value, namely 5 dwts.
The wages of this mine amount to £750,000
and there are 1,000 employees.

I think this should give members some
idea as to just what these four big mines
mean not only to Kalgoorlie but to West-
ern Australia. To all these costs must
also be added the price of explosives,
stores and other commodities necessary
for the continuance of this work. As I
have said, it is most necessary for the
companies to obtain a sufficient return to
enable them to provide for a, reserve.

I remember when I worked on the old
Lake View and Star, which is the Ivanhoe
now, and which has started to develop
the mine again. The period I recall was
in 1912 at which time they bypassed cer-
tain grades. I would say they would be
bypassing different grades there now be-
cause the values would not be sufficient to
keep the mines producing. Accordingly
it is imperative that something be done
to increase the price of gold. We all know
it is not an easy matter because of the
control exercised by America. It is neces-
sary, because of this, for us to go cap
in hand to the United States to secure
an increase in the price of gold. We have
all tried to do this in the past but without
much success. But I do think we need
the support of this Government-and I am
sure we would get it if we asked for it-
in our effort to persuade the common-
wealth to push on with this matter, and
to see If it cannot get this necessary in-
crease for us.

As I have said, the School of Mines is
doing a great job; it is training people in
different trades to enable them to carry on

in the -industry, Apart from this, the
School of Mines is never backward in as-
sisting charitable organisations, or in
helping the needy. It is always prepared
to help. Some 12 months ago, after I
had made an approach, the Government
sent equipment to drill the Coolgardie area
-the work was done at the old Bonnivale
mine, at which, members will recall, a man
was entombed. This drilling was done on
the advice of the geologists. With all re-
spect, I would say that the geologists are
not always perfect in their findings, and I
would even go so far as to add that some
of the old miners and prospectors who
have been in this area for years could be
a tower of strength in advising the Gov-
ernment just where to drill. One drill was
put down and the road board made ap-
plication to the Minister to leave it there
and asked that further bores be put down.
I also made representations as did others.
The drill was taken away, with the result
that if at any time some foreign capital
is to be invested in this country, and an
approach is made to the Mines Depart-
ment, the investors will see that the area
has been drilled and it was unsuccessful.

I would say that some of the old mines
like the Foreign King and the Belgium
Queen could be drilled to see if we can
establish another Golden Mile in that
vicinity. I hope the Government can do
something in that direction. The only
thing our State Government can do is
to assist the prospector. He will be the
only man who could find these places.
Apart from that, assistance should be
given to the mining industry to permit
the companies to develop further. As
hon. members know the establishment of
plant, to develop areas which are found
to be promising, would cost many millions
of pounds. I hope the Government will
continue to give assistance to the prospec-
tor who is the man we have to depend on
to go out into remote areas in order to find
gold.

One hon. member mentioned the ghost
town of Kanowna. That is one of the
Places which the Historical Society-a.
committee which I am on-is trying to
keep in the memories of the people of this
State, particularly the younger generation
and the new settlers who are coming into
this country, in order that they will know
what happened in these outback places.
I was in Kanowna. in its heyday; and there
were 18 hotels in that town.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan, Were you there
in my time?

The Hon. H. L. Roche: It was before
Your time.

The Hon. G. BENNETrS: It was a won-
derful little town and it was very pros-
perous. However, the gold cut out and
what happened? Today there are only
about three old stone buildings left and one
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would never realise what a town Kanowna
used to be. The same could happen to Kal-
goorlie. There are 25,000 people in Kalgoor-
lie who depend on mining for their liveli-
hood, and what would the State do if the
gold mines closed down as a result of no in-
crease in the price of gold, or because, it
was so costly to mine?

At the present time there is a large num-
ber of unemployed in Kalgoorlie because
the mines have become mnechanised as
much as possible in order to keep costs
down. The machinery is going in and the
men are being put off. Each year youths
and young girls are reaching working age
and are roamning around with nothing to
do because, in these outback places, there
is no recreation other than the swimming
pool and the pictures.

mhe Hon. J. M. Thomson: Have they no
youth club?

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS, Yes. I will
speak about that in a minute. It Is a
crying shame that those who are pre-
pared to work cannot find work. No wonder
we have delinquency in our midst. We are
bringing into this country batches of new
Australians. It is nice to get them but we
simply have neither the room nor the work
for them. Therefore, I say it is time a
halt was called. In order to overcome the
situation of unemployment the first thing
that must be done is to provide water in
country areas. There Is plenty of land to
be developed, but farmers cannot get suffi-
cient water to carry on. I say it is a
Federal matter, and I think the Federal
Government should make the money
available to put water into these areas.
When the water is obtained the land can
be developed in order to produce wealth.

I will give an idea of what some of
the farmers in my area are putting up
with, as it is very sad indeed. I asked the
Minister for Water Supplies to come to
Merredin, otherwise I would have been
writing to him for 12 months and getting
nowhere, The Minister said he would
come in order to attend a conference of
farmers from Southern Cross, Moorine
Rock, South Bodallin, Bruce Rock, Narem-
been, Muntadgin, and other centres in
that area. It was a very sad story, as we
had experienced one of the driest seasons
known in the State. I will read a few
lines in order to give an idea of what was
happening-

The present position is that some
Avater still exists in the farmers' dams
but when this has been used, or evap-
orated, the farmers will have to cart
from the Goldfields Water Supply
standpipes, at Chandler, Carrabin,
Westonia and Bullfinch with occa-
sional small quantities from the North
Walgoolan and North Boddalin stand-
1fVes.

This involves long carting distances
for the farmers but there is no alter-
native at this stage. A good soak at
Geelakin tank could support a small
flock of some hundreds.

The standpipe at Chandler could
support a draw of 30,000 gallons per
day. That at Westonia 24,000 per day,
that at Bullfinch at least 10,000 per
day, and that at Carrabin at least
50,000 gallons per day.

The number of sheep in the affected
area is approximately 45,000 which
means 45,000 gallons per day if no
wastage occurs. This quantity is
available from the standpipes and if
the farmers are rostered as to the
standpipes they are to operate from
there should be a minimum of con-
gestion and lost time waiting at the
standpipes. This lost time causes dis-
content and trouble.

There were 37 farmers affected around
these Places without taking South Bod-
alinm, Narembeen, Bruce Rook and some
other towns into consideration. There-
fore, hon. members can see that water is
a very important thing. These farmers
were quite worried about their sheep and
had to cart water. They also had to trans-
fer their sheep from one place to another
in order to get water. The Minister did
everything in his power and granted an
extension to Narem been, as well as to one
other area.

However, only a certain amount of
money is allocated each year. That is not
good enough and something will have to
be done if we want to progress in this
State, as water is most important. With
our increased population more farms will
be developed if water is available, and a
greater amount of foodstuffs will be pro-
duced. Therefore, there will be more
work in the cities, more freight for the
railways and more revenue for the
country. I think all hon. members will
realise just how important water is.

Hon. members speak in this Chamber in
an endeavour to do something for the
areas they represent, but what comes of
it? Nothing, At one time Dr. Hislop
mentioned a committee and I feel we
should have a committee of this nature
to go into these matters. I do not think
all the points raised need be considered,
but certain things should be given atten-
tion so that something could be forwarded
to the Government for consideration.

Previously I mentioned a conference re-
garding rock catchments. Members of the
Naremnbeen Road Board together with
other road board members came to that
conference and put their arguments for-
ward to the Minister regarding rock
catchments. The Minister recelived a re-
port, and a. reply came back that it was
not financially possible to do anything
about them. I thought that if ire had a
natural catchment in an area it would
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save a heavy draw on the mines and ob-
viate the necessity for installing pumping
plants. I will leave the water problem
there and hope that more money will be
allocated in the future to the Minister
concerned in order to carry out that good
work which I think is the most important
thing in the State today.

I understand a Hill will be introduced
this year dealing with workers' compen-
sation insurance. I think there is one
clause which members could look at later
-page 78, paragraph (d)-which provides
a little extra money in regard to medical
payments to a patient.

Earlier, Mr. Thomson asked if we had
any youth clubs or anything of that
nature in Kalgoorlie. We are proud of
what we have. At Boulder. a building has
Just been completed for the Police Boys'
Club and it has been paid for out of the
pockets of the Goldfields people. Kal-
goorlie has had one for the past 12 months
and it is run by different police constables
who are very active in this class of work
and are doing a very good job.

Only last week I interviewed one of the
major photographers in Perth, in an en-
deavour to secure material with which
to instruct the children in photography
generally, and those people are prepared
to do everything they can to assist in
this regard. There are also certain church
organisations which are doing an excel-
lent job, but the position of youth to-
day is different from what it was in our
young days. Young people now receive
big wages and that makes it hard to
keep them in step, as it were. Again, they
see many films which have a bad influence
on them and which I believe are respon-
sible for much of the delinquency and
vandalism that is apparent today.

I asked a question the other afternoon
In regard to playgrounds for children be -Ing built on land adjoining hotels. The
provision of such playgrounds simply gives
parents an opportunity to go into the
pub where they cannot know what the
children are doing-

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Are the
children not better off there than if they
are left locked in a car outside?

The Hon. G. BENNqflTS: I may be old-
fashioned, but my wife and I reared seven
children and never neglected them. If one
of us went out for the evening the other
stayed at home with the children. The
hon. member may be right, in certain in-
stances, but I know that in many cases
children are left outside hotels for hours
or are allowed to wander in parks and
so on while their parents are in a hotel.
In one instance of which I know, the
father of a family of 10 or 12 recently
fell sick and had to be taken to hospital.
Although he earns very big money his
Position was such that his fellow workers
had to supply, from their pockets, the
money to take him to hospital, because
all his own had gone to the hotel.

The Hon. G. C. Macginnon: But you
cannot legislate simply to deal with people
such as that.

The Hon. G. HENNETTS: I realise that.
I am simply pointing out what I believe
to be the cause of much juvenile de-
linquency at the present day. The fault,
of course, does not always lie with the
Parents as even the children of the most
careful parents sometimes go astray.

I believe that the Kalgoorlie organization
for the aged is a wonderful set-up and is
second to none. Of course we do not take
in anybody who needs medical attention,
as our finances will not allow it. All of the
cheaper wards in the hospitals at Kalgoor-
lie are at present filled with aged people.
because they will not come to Perth for
attention but insist on remaining on the
Goldfields. Mrs. Hutchison made men-
tion of spastic children and I wish to
inform the House that we have a school
for them in Boulder, assisted by the Chamn-
ber of Mines.

We must also give great credit to the
Lady Mitchell Centre in Perth. Some
People told me yesterday that their
daughter was being cared for at that in-
stitution and was making remarkable pro-
gress. She had previously been considered
to be almost past help and she weighed
at that stage about 12 stone. After a
couple of months down here she has been
able to write home to her mother and tell
her that she is now down to eight stone
and is improving rapidly. She cannot give
enough Praise for the care that is being
given to her down here.

I now wish to say something in the de-
fence of hotel-keepers, strange as it may
seem. Many hotels-not only in Kalgoor-
lie but also in the centre of Perth-are
having a bad time today, owing to the
excise duty on beer having been raised.
When in Melbourne I was informed that
the U.L.V.A. had invited all Federal mem-
bers of Parliament to a conference, with
the idea of making an approach to the
Federal Government to have some reduc-
tion brought about in the excise duty on
beer. As things are at present, many
hotel-keepers cannot provide the accom-
modation that they are supposed to make
available to the public and they are finding
it very difficult to carry on. The position
of our hotels was made even worse than
before when the Government last year
imposed the 6 to 8A per cent. turnover
tax on hotels.

Only three hotels in Kalgoorlie are at
Present doing a6 prosperous business and
the publicans in most of the others
are having to work long hours simply to
get wages. Very often both the husband
and wife have to do the bedrooms and
so on and the husband has to include the
work of yardmnan with his other func-
tions--

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Have you
too many hotels in Kalgoorlie?
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The Hon. G. BENNETTS: Perhaps, but The Hon. 0. BENNErI'S: It would
if we delicense a hotel there today we
Probably ruin the licensee and leave a
good building standing empty. I think the
only answer is to lighten this burden of
taxation. One publican in central Perth
told me that he is in a terrible position
today owing to the taxation, rent, rates,
water rates, land tax and so on that he
has to pay. All those impositions have
been increased in recent years and he now
has a terrific burden of taxation to meet.

Reverting to the question of water sup-
plies, I think residents in the metropoli-
tan area are on the pig's back, as the
saying is, while people in the outback areas
have to pay three times as much for water
as is paid down here. In the country areas,
ninety per cent of the motor vehicles
are used for commercial purposes and the
balance are essential if their owners are
to have means of transport for their
stores and for social and other purposes.
I am convinced that there should be a
flat charge throughout the State for both
water and petrol, as that would give farm-
ers and others in remote areas at least
some concession.

At present an inquiry is being conducted
into our railways by a royal commissioner
and so I will not deal with them at length,
but I am disappointed to learn that our
diesel locomotives are still a lot of junk.
The express trains to Kalgoorlie on which
I have travelled have been remarkable,
in that they have not been more than half
an hour late, but the goods trains are
more unfortunate. A goods train due out
of Kalgoorlie the other morning made
three attempts to get away and met with
three failures.

Some of the trouble, I believe, is due to
overloading-not overloading in relation to
what the diesels are supposed to be able
to pull, but overloading in relation to what
they are capable of pulling. When one of
those engines is running satisfactorily
it is all right, but the moment anyone in-
terferes with it. it is out of order. I hope
some good will result from the visit to
this State of representatives of the firm
that manufactured these diesels, but I hope.
the Government will not be hoodwinked
by them because, I repeat, the diesels are
a lot of junk. In view of the present posi-
tion existing throughout the world we
would be well advised to keep our steam
locomotives ready for any event that might
erop up.

Members have referred to the necessity
for developing the North-West in order
to protect this country, in view of the fact
that there are 1,000 million People not far
to the north of Australia. flow much
would it cost the Commonwealth to supply
any substantial defence for our North-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What do you
think it would cost?

probably cost more than we can afford,
yet we must do whatever we can and must
spend the maximum possible on defence
each year. I have no personal knowledge
of the country north of Broome, but I
think it was Dr. Hislop who mentioned
the possibility of developing an area in
the North to produce vegetables in large
quantities, in order to supply the market
in Indonesia, where people are starving
for vegetables.

I do not know whether the country there
is suitable for the growing of vegetables.
or whether the rivers of the area could be
dammed on the lines of the Snowy River
scheme, but perhaps Mr. Willesee and the
Minister for Railways would have that in-
formation. At all events, in view of the
position that exists in our North and the
fact that there are teeming millions not
very far from our shores, it is essential
that that part of Australia be developed
and defended.

As members know, I have advocated the
installation, on our trains, of plugs for
electric shavers and I feel that they are a
necessity. I congratulate the Minister for
Railways on having had the waiting room
at Coolgardie renovated. There was a,
little waiting room there for women and
children, but the men had to sit out in
the cold, so I approached the Minister
and I now give him full credit for having
had the position remedied. At Pantapin,
on the border of my territory, certain
renovations of a similar nature were neces-
sary and the Minister for Railways has
had a hot and cold water system installed
there. I have received letters from those
areas congratulating me on having suc-
ceeded in getting the work done and ask-
ing mue to thank the Minister. I believe
full credit is due to him for what he has
done, and this is the place to give it.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: What about
morning tea for the second class pas-
sengers?

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: The provision
of that amenity was tried, but the way it
was served to those travelling on the train
was a disgrace to everyone concerned. If
a renovated car, as I had requested, had
been provided. I am suire it could have
met the position. However, when this
amenity was provided, a few were supplied
with afternoon tea, but the second class
passengers missed out.

I have travelled over all railway systems
in Australia-in fact, I do so practically
every year-and I can say that the only
railway which is better than our Westland
express is the Sunland which runs from
Brisbane to Cairns. On our Westland ex-
press we have second class sleeping berths,
but on no other railway system in Aus-
tralia is this facility made available. In
my opinion, so long as a person is able to
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stretch himself out at night and is pro-
vided with sheets, rugs, and a Pillow, he
is quite satisfied and is prepared to pay
for that extra comfort.

With the recent change in railway ad-
ministration I am certain we have severed
all the dead limbs. We have got rid of
the Pigeons that were killing our railway
system. We do not have so much over-
head now and greater economy has been
brought about. I also consider there is
more harmony in the railway admninstra-
tion because we are employing local men
in the executive posts instead of men from
overseas.

I am pleased that we have returned to
the one-man administration for our rail-
ways, but I am still not satisfied with our
Commissioner. I consider the man who Is
the most capable and who has more all-
round experience than any other is the one
taken from the Traffic Department. He
is the one who is responsible for obtain-
ing the revenue. He understands coach-
ing and has experience in every section of
railway work.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Govern-
ment appointed one man from the Traffic
Department and he was there for six
months, but then he pulled out.

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: I cannot
understand why. I do not know, but it
might have been on account of his age.
The present Commissioner is quite a good
man, but I think the post of Commissioner
should be filled by one who is drawn from
the Traffic Department. Perhaps the Min-
ister may be able to give us some infor-
mation on that point. So much for the
railways.

I now want to speak on education. I
agree with many submissions that have
been made recently and with many news-
paper reports, that education should be
the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Government. In these modern times there
is no doubt it is a grave responsibility for
the State to shoulder. I am greatly per-
turbed when I think of the condition of
some of our outback schools compared to
those in the metropolitan area. For
example, at Norseman, the school is not
large enough to accommodate all the child-
ren, and the overflow is housed in the
R.S.L. ball which is half-a-mile away from
the school proper. That hall is the only
one that is available to provide recreation
for the town residents.

In addition, the children who are taught
in the hall have no facilities whatsoever:
and they have to travel back and forth to
the school in all weathers. Further, the
sanitary arrangements at the hall are most
inadequate and by no means up to the
standard of those provided at the Norse-man school. School equipment, which is
used on three days a week, has to be
moved out of the hall when the classes are
finished, and then moved in again on the

following morning. Another disadvantage
is that the hall is let at night and some-
times functions are held there on six days
of the week. The children, therefore, are
suffering hardship and are at a disadvan-
tage compared to those who are housed in
the Norseman school. I would have taken
the matter up with the Minister for Edu-
cation, but I know his reply would be that
the Government has no money available to
provide more classrooms.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Common-
wealth Government is to blame, to wit.

The Hon. G. BENNErrS: I know that
at Norseman six classrooms could be built
for the price of one In the metropolitan
area.

The Hon. 0. C. Macginnon: What are
the toilet facilities like in Your district?

The minister for Railways: Don't you
think that should be the responsibility of
the Commonwealth Government?

The Hon. G. nENNETre9: I agree en-
tirely, but unfortunately the Minister has
been talking his head off and not listening
to what I was saying. I commenced myspeech by saying that education should
be a Commonwealth matter in the same
way as water supplies.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: He missed that
bit when You were praising him about the
railways.

The Hon. G. BENNErre: I am afraid
about what might happen when we stage
the Olympic Games in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: You mean
the Empire Games.

The Hon. G. BENNETrS: When I have
finished speaking on education I will talk
on the holding of the Olympic Games.

The Hon. G. C. Maclcinnon: Empire
Games!

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: In my opinion,
another matter that requires urgent atten-
tion is the condition of school Playgrounds.
At Present most school grounds are put
down haphazardly and they have never
been properly graded or drained. I have
attended most of the schools in'my pro-
vince during the last few months and I1
have found them in a dreadful state. I
must admit that I have not visited all of
the schools in my district because I have
not been too well and also my wife has
been sick. However. I have visited most
of the schools and I have forwarded letters
to the Minister concerned in connection
with the condition of the Playgrounds. Thepeople who are concerned with these mat-
ters at the various centres have asked mewhether the Playgrounds could be bitu-
minised.

There IS no doubt that if the school
grounds were biturninised it would solve
the Problem. At Merredin, for example.
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the school playground represents a huge
area, and as the school is built on low-
lying ground it is always flooded. In
writing to the Minister for Education
I suggested that if the playgrounds were
properly gravelled, graded and drained the
problem would be solved. I further sug-
gested that the gravel could be levelled
and drained this year and then it could
be biturninised progressively each year until
the whole area was sealed.

At the Boulder infants' school the play-
ground almost looks like a dam and when
the Minister visited that district only re-
cently he admitted it was in a bad state.
My'granadchildren attend the North Kal-
goorlie school but as it does not come
within my province. I invited Mr. Teahan
to inspect the playground. At this school
the children have to pass through a gate-
way through which the stormwater drains,
and every day when it rains the ehildern
have to sit in their classes with wet feet.
I put It to Mr. Teahan that he should ap-
proach the supervisor to install a drain
30 yards higher up so that the water would
not flow through this particular gateway,
and the children would then be able to
keep their feet dry.

The supervisor inspected the spot with
the hon. member, but unfortunately he
is empowered to spend only £10 on an
emergency job such as that, As a result,
all that transpired was that a couple of
loads of metal were put down at that
point. In the opinion of the authorities
concerned the position is quite all right,
but it is not all right for the children
who attend that school. The playgrounds
need to be properly graded in the first
place when the gravel is laid. However,
all that is done is that the gravel is put
down in a haphazard fashion.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: They could do
that on a day labour basis.

The Hon. 0. BENKNE'ITS: Yes, as a mat-
ter of fact, if I had my way, I would do
it myself. I was talking about the Olym-
pic Games. I am sure that instead of
costing £100.000 they will finish up cost-
ing £200,000.

The Minister for Railways: Where are
the Olympic Games being held?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You mean the
Empire Games.

The Hon. G. BENNqETflS: Yes, the
Empire Games. I am sorry if I referred
to them as the Olympic Games. As I
was saying, the cost could quite easily
go up) to £200.000 and as a result the
people in the country would be bled to
death. This Money will be spent. on ser-
ving the sporting elements only and it will
be a pleasure for them and their support-
ers for about nine days. but I am sure it
will put the people in the country dis-
tricts back for about nine years and the
State will lose production as a result.

Another matter about which I am per-
turbed and which affects the Goldfields
is the visit to this State by the Queen
Mother. Between Kalgoorlie and Boulder
we have a population of about 23,000
people, and yet the Queen Mother was
allowed to visit the Goldfields for only
about 40 minutes. To make matters worse,
whilst she was there, her time was taken
up shaking the hands of civic leaders,
and the ordinary people did not have a
chance to see her. in any future visits
to a big and important Centre like the
Goldfields at least one or two hours should
be allotted for the stay. It was said that
by the time the plane arrived at Kal-
goorlie from the Eastern States there was
a limited time available. I suggest that
time should be allocated for the visit to
Perth but more time should have been
given to a visit to the Goldfields to en-
able those people to get into the limelight.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: Do you think
the schedule was worked out too lightly?

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS: In certain
centres the people did not have the oppor-
tunity of seeing her, and furthermore the
children were neglected. It is very im-
portant that the children of this State
should be given the opportunity to see a
person of such importance as the Queen
Mother.

I spoke of the Merredin High School
grounds. One member wondered if I was
satisfied about the sanitary arrangements
in the schools. I am satisfied with the
arrangements in some schools. In respect
of Merredin I have been pressing for five
or six years for a septic system. The
school is right in the Centre of the town.
It is provided with a pan system. We
can realise the position on account of the
fly menace over which the residents have
been up in arms. In a big school
surrounded by a large population a septic
systemn is a very essential thing.

A few weeks ago, in view of the fact
that a certain amount had been set aside
for septic systems. I wrote to the Minister
in charge of these matters. I asked him
to give the school in question a high
priority on account of the large attend-
ance and the position of the school.

Another request was made in respect of
the Moo rine Rock school which h-as been
after a septic system also. The people
responsible became tired of the position;
they agreed to install a septic system
through a busy bee. They agreed to find
the finance which the Government will
refund over a term. They believe it is
essential to the health of the children
for the septic system to be provided. I
consider this is very important.

There is a small amenity building in
Merredin which members might well in-
spect when passing through that Centre.
It is open 24 hours a day. Equipment has
been installed to bathe babies and pro-
vision is made for the supply of hot water
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from urns. People with babies passing
through the town or going shopping make
use of that Centre. It has proved so
popular that a larger Centre is being built.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Who built
it?

The Hon. 0. BENNgflS: It was built
by an organisation known as the Amenities
Centre Committee. Now the people of
that district have taken on the building
of a larger one. They intend to seek
assistance from the Government and
from the Lotteries Commission but I
do not know how far they will get. Per-
haps they will be able to raise a cer-
tain amount themselves. If they do a good
job in that respect the Lotteries Commis-
sion may be able to help them. Where
people are willing to help themselves as
well as others by providing services they
should be given some assistance.

I heard one new hon. member make
mention of the need to assist natives by
the provision of septic systems. I am
rather dubious about the use to which
sanitary blocks and wash-houses have
been put. There is an amenities block in
the settlement. Among the native popu-
lation there are different sections. Those
who have been well brought up should
be taken in by us to bring them in to
our way of life. I am sorry to say that
when I was taken by the police to inspect
houses occupied by natives I saw some
where they were using the shower as a
water closet. We should educate them
into our way of life. They should be pro-
vided with coaches and they should be
trained by the native welfare officers.
There is no reason why, as a result of that
tuition, they should not be the equal of
US.

The natives have been exploited for
many years by the whites. I have had
much experience of natives in the North-
West and I know what has been done to
enable some people now living in Perth
to become wealthy. When the Native
Welfare Bill comes up I shall speak on it.
Perhaps I shall then be able to give much
information to the House.

I have referred to Moorine Rock and
the need for water extension: I want
now to refer to Norseman. That is an
active Centre. Its inhabitants have helped
themselves by the building of an old-age
Centre. They approached the Government
in this connection and they received assist-
ance. They are also building a kinder-_
garten for young children. The Govern-
ment has rendered assistance but the
school lacks accommodation. I do hope
that it receives a favourable reply to the
request for three or four more classrooms.

Norseman is the second greatest gold
producing Centre in the State. It is a
very important Centre. Goldmining in
that Centre has been affected in the same
manner as it has on the Golden Mile. It
has had to be mechanised in order to keep
the costs down. The goidmining company

has treated its employees well by the
building of a swimming pool although it
did not receive Government assistance.
The company did not mind providing that.
It has built a swimming pool and houses
for its employees. At the present it is
going further.

One can realise the trouble involved in
trying to retain the young folk after their
school days are over. There is no chance
of employment except for positions in the
mine. There are no shops or factories at
that Centre and for that reason only a
limited number of young people are re-
quired in employment. The onus for the
upkeep of the young people falls on the
Parents. It is hard to expect them to grow
up at that Centre without any chance of
taking up a trade. The Norseman School
of Mines is doing all it can to help. It is
trying to establish a leaving certificate
course, and the Government might help
in that respect. Such a course would en-
able children in their leisure to undertake
more studies so as to bring them up to the
educational standards of children in other
areas.

There is an important industry at
Norseman-the pyrites industry-which
assists with the production of fertilisers
for use on farms. I hope the time is near
when we will see the establishment of a
fertiliser plant in Esperance, which I say
is the right place, because of the develop-
ment going on in that area. With work
going on in the Esperance area, the in-
terest of members from the south will be
aroused. As the older members of this
House are aware, for the period I have
been in this House. I have not let any
occasion go by without saying something
about the future of Esperance. Some
members used to laugh and howl me down.
Many of the older members have passed
on. They used to say that I was on the
wrong track.

As you, Mr. President, are aware, you
were on one of the committees years ago,
before I came to Parliament, which visited
the district and realised the possibilities
of the land around Esperance. This is on
record even today. The Hon. Mr. Nulsen,
member for that district, was a lone wolf
battling for the residents until I entered
this House. As I have so frequently said
in this House, there was a committee
formed under the land development
scheme. They asked me to put certain
proposals before the responsible Govern-
ment department to seek assistance for
the Esperanee district. I went to one of
the heads, who is still in office. He was
a great believer in the wealth of that land
and what it could produce. He assisted
me by giving advice and information.

I tried to interest the Dutch Consul to
encourage Dutch settlers to go on that
land but I was not successful, nor was I
successful in attempting to encourage
Italian settlers. Together with Mr. Nulsen
I Persuaded the late Hon. Garnet Wood
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to visit Esperance in his capacity as Mini-
ister for Agriculture. Hie was accompanied
by the late Mr. Ackland and he was
amazed at what he saw, They were
amazed at what could be grown on the
property of Mr. Bow.

It had just a sprinkling of super. We
stood in a. field of oats and it was only
just possible to see my head over the top
of the crop. We did not stop at getting
Mr. Woods there, but invited the Premier
to come along. He saw what was being
done at the aerodrome which was estab-
lished during the war. The wind was caus-
ing ripples in the sand there, and subter-
ranean clover and rye grass were planted.
They had to keep cutting the clover and
rye grass because of the growth they made.
The manager of the aerodrome got some
hundreds of sheep to keep the growth
down, and sheep have been running there
ever since.

A Mr. Button, who is chairman of the
land settlement scheme at Esperance,
came into the district. He is a good
farmer, and he came from Salmon Gums.
He moved to Esperance as a result of dry
seasons. He took up a property at Shark
Lake near Esperance. He acquired this
property so that he could transfer his stock
there when he had a dry season at Salmon
Gums. In his second -year, he produced
30 cwt. of clover to the acre, and he has
never looked back.

We have other farmers such as the
Kirwan Bros., and others I could name.
Then came the day when our good friend
here, the Hon. Frank Wise, met repre-
sentatives of the Chase Syndicate in the
North-West. He spoke to them of the
possibilities of Esperance. and no doubt
what he said encouraged them to look into
the matter. The Minister for Mines--Mr.
Kelly-went to America and contacted the
syndicate there, and the syndicate came
here and took up land at Esperance.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Tell us more.
The Mon. 0. BENNETTS: I am sorry to

say that a mistake was made by the Chase
Syndicate in trying to short-cut the
methods of our agricultural experts. At
Esperance we have a research station, and
we have men who are the equal of any
agriculturists elsewhere.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: On light
land they are better.

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: They have
done wonderful work on light land both
at Esperance and also in the district ad-
joining Geraldton. I was at Esperance on
the day when one of our representatives
had a long discussion with a representative
of the Chase Syndicate. I was sitting o~n
the side of a jeep with them. Our agri-
cultural man tried to tell him what could
be done. He said. "Come to our research
station and you will see for yourself."
The representative of the Chase Syndicate
said they didn't want that advice; they
were going to work the land their own

way and would make a short cut so that
they would produce earlier than our people
reckoned on.

I never forgot that. There is no doubt
that the Chase Syndicate, by coming to
Esperance, put Esperance on the map.
Many people have said to me, "We have
given Esperance to America. We should
have got our own capital in." Who could
have done what these People have done?
Esperance would have been there for an-
other 150 years. The Chase Syndicate
short-cut their operations, and they came
a thud. This has made things a little
awkward right throughout Australia.

Since the Chase Syndicate took up that
land, we have had some very important
People coming to Esperance-farrners. with
large experience in other parts of Austra-
lia. These people have wealth to put into
Esperance if they can get some land. The
ones who want to go there are sons of
wealthy farmers in the East. At present
they are working with their parents but
there is no available land for them there.
They are practical men with families.
They would come here prepared to invest
£20,000 and upwards. If they came here
with their families we would have a big-
ger population at Esperanee. The Chase
Syndicate slipped hack. The land did not
develop as was expected.

The Government has done a lot in the
area by making roads. I think it is
ahead Of its obligation in carrying out
its job. BY Putting in roads, it has helped
not only the Chase Syndicate but also the
other settlers. I hope the Chase Syndi-
cate will do what it said it would, and will
be honest with the People with whom it
is dealing. I have heard it said that a
certain amount has been paid for a pro-
perty. I do not know whether that is
correct. I have not been down there since
my election. I wanted to get the relevant
information so thst I could spoeak in the
House. I do not like to come here unless
I have dinkum information, or informa-
tion I can back up.

What I have here is nuits interesting.
At Present there are 19 farmers who re-
Quire finance and a further 35 will re-
quire funds at an early date. These far-
mers have been there for a while and
have sunk all their money into their Pro-
perties. within the next two or three
years. on the basis of our calculations, be-
tween £160,000 and £170.000 will be neces-
sary to overcome the financial difficulties;
of these people to enable the district to
develop and become stabilised. The dis-
trict now has 52,780 acres under pasture,
and the equivalent of 79,000 sheen, or. ap-
proximately 1.4 sheep per acre. There are
35,400 acres of newly sown pasture this
year. and 31,000 acres in fallow for the
1959 season.

The comparable figures for 1953 are
16.5 00 acres carrying 16.8 00 sheep.

The rate of progress of the district, ac-
complished by a handful of settlers, has
been remarkable; and this development
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must continue. Much of the district-
practically all the remaining land-has
been resumed by the Government for an
American syndicate. With the establish-
ment of this company we have virtually
lost 5D or more settlers; the number
that could reasonably be expected to
have settled there. Efforts must be
made to consolidate the existing farms,
and this can only be done with finance.
Government officers should make In-
quiries and visit the district. The
money should be in a revolving fund so
that it is always available in the district
to meet future needs. Any money for
development should be estimated over a
five-year period.

That is the position at Esperance. I
beard members say tonight it was great
to know about the proposed R. and I.
Bank building-a huge structure-which
will be constructed at a cost of £750,000.
1 am a supporter of the R. and I. Bank
and I believe in its Progress, but I would
say that the new building could be de-
layed for another five years. If we were
to lend this money to the settlers down
there-

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Down where?
The Hon. G. BENNETTS: At Esperance

and other places. If we were to do that,
in ten years time that money would be
worth to the bank £10 000,000 or, I should
say, £E1,000,000. It could be used to assist
these people so that they could overcome
their financial difficulties.

The Ron. W. F. Willesee: What do you
think the building is going to cost?

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: £750,000.
The H-on. W. F. Willesee: Why are you

talking about £10,000,000.
The Hon. 0. BENNEflS: I corrected

myself and said that £1.000.000 could
come from the People down there. I do
not know that we are doing the right
thing by building the bank.

The Ron. J. D. Teahan: All the other
banks are building.

The Hon. 0. BENNEITS: It Will be an
asset to the State. and I am in full accord
if something good is being done.

The Minister for Railways: The Com-
monwealth is building a big one.

The Hon. 0. BENNETI'S: We may be
able to give these People assistance.

The minister for Railways: What would
you do with the fellows in the building
industry?

The Hon. G. BENNETflS: The R. and 1.
Bank has done a wonderful job for the
people in the district: and, as was said by
Mr. Teahan. it is doing a good job on the
Goldfields by assisting people to finance
homes and other amenities.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: I think you
opened the first account there.

The H-on. G. B3ENNETITS: I did. I think
all workers should support the bank it
they are going to reap a benefit from it.

t91

It is a State bank, a working man.!s
bank, and the money that it receives U
used for the benefit of the State as a
whole. That is not so with other banks
and that is why everyone should support
it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You mean wellt
but you support the building of that bank
when we are so desperately short of
money in other directions.

The Hon. 0. EENNETTS;, I have al-
ready spoken of Coolgardie. and about
the drilling operations. As members
know, Coolgardie was one of the good old
mining centres but today, because values
have dropped, there is only one mine
working and that is producing a very
poor grade of ore from a very small lode.
Therefore it looks as though Coolgardie
will become a ghost town, such as it was
before the gold bonus was introduced
some years ago. It could become like
Kanowna and many of the other outback
centres. I hope that drilling operaticiw
will be carried out in that area, and per-
haps the Minister for Mines could be per-
suaded to do something about it.

There is another area which is not
much better off: I refer to Southern
Cross and the Bullfinch mine which Ui
working a very low grade of ore.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan, I think they
are starting drilling in the Southern
Cross area.

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS: Yes. If the
Bullfinch mine were to close down 'it
would be a sad look-out for Southern
Cross. and it would result in considerable
unemploymnent. Those people would then
have to come to the city.

T'he Hon. L. A. Logan: What do yoga
think the increase would have to be in
the price of gold to make it payable.

The Hon. G. BENNEITS: They need
an extra £2 an oz. Today Southern Cross
is a marginal farming area, and the
people who are farming In that locality
are having a bad time of it. as farmers
In this House would know. So members
can see that the Goldfields are badly in
need of an increased Price for gold.

I have already mentioned Esperanmn
but Ii have not mentioned one important
problem which is confronting the people
there. We have to get things moving so
that the Chase syndicate can go ahead.
Once we know what the syndicate Is do-
ing we can get a fertiliser industry estdb-
lished and probably Provide the necessary
power. The people there must have these
things because the present price of super
is terrific. If a plant were established
at Esperance the farmers in the district
would save about £3 a ton on their super
alone.

This Government has gone ahead with-
improving roads throughout this State,
particularly in remote areas. When '1

.0.2
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zaine; into this House the bitumen road
extended only from Perth to this side of
Southern Crass. Now it has been ex-
tended to Norseman and we will not be
satisfied until it goes right through to Es-
peranee. The Government said that this
work would take five years. and we have
progressed to such an extent-we have
been particularly lucky with the wet
seasons there and this has allowed water
binding of the road-that the Govern-
ment thinks that the road will be nearly
completed within three years. The Main
Roads Department is doing a wonderful
lob.

The Minister for Railways: The trouble
Sthat it is alongside the railway line.
The Hon. G. BENNETTS: Yes, but in

these modern times, with air transport
and so on, we cannot rely on the railways
alone. We must have roads, too, and in
the event of war if one form of transport
is destroyed we must have another type
ready to take its place.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Even where
the road runs right alongside the railway
line!

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: I heard Mrs.
Hutchison talk of hire Purchase and I
hope that this Government will do some-
thing about it. We do not want to have
the same spectacle as they have had in
Victoria. During my visit to Melbourne I
read in "The Age." in regard to a tele-
vision set, that a pensioner was charged
f242 for a 17-in, television receiver with-
out legs. The list price of the receiver
was 149 guineas, but the sum total
under agreement was £353, and this in-
cluded insurance, £15, and interest, at 10
per cent. fiat, £96. The hirer was comn-
mitted to a monthly payment of £7 for
the next 48 months. He was also induced
to agree to a television maintenance con-
tract involving him in an expenditure of
£11 14s. yearly for 46 months. That is
what can happen and we have to watch
the hire purchase business: we have to
see that People are protected from these
racketeers.

I did omit to mention one thing and
that was in regard to the findings of the
recent committee which went through the
licensing laws of this State. I hope that if
any licence is granted to a, restaurant
limitations will he placed on it otherwise
such licences will have an ill-eff ect on our
hfotels.

The Ron. R. C. Mattiske: They will
have an rnl-effect on some diners.

The Hon. G. BENNETrS: In some of
these restaurants in the Eastern States
so long as a person has a plate of sand-
wiches in front of him he can drink there
all night: in effect they become hotel
lounges and that is affecting the hotels
considerably, After all, the hotels have to
provide accommodation for People coming
into town from the outback and we must
Mroteet them.

I go to New South Wales each year and
I stay at one certain hotel. Four years
ago when I went to this place two floors
were set aside for accommodation but
each year the proprietor has gradually
taken over more rooms for his own con-
venience. The last time I went there one
floor had been taken over for the pro-
prietor's use and part of the dining-room
had been made into a bar. If a person
goes there he is lucky to get accommoda-
tion; I only get it because I am well
known. No more than about eight people
could get accommodation, and once the
eight are accommodated the proprietor
states that the hotel is full. Bed and
breakfast at that hotel costs 35s. and I
get a better bed and breakfast at the
Melbourne hotel for £1.

At this hotel in Sydney I used to sit
down at a little round table and I would
get a pot of tea and bacon and eggs.
That, with a bed, Cost 35s. and at the
Australia Hotel the cost is 38s.; while at
another hotel it is 42s. 6d. for bed and
breakf ast. We in this State are very
lucky because many of our commodities
are much cheaper than they are in the
Eastern States. One can get a good meal
in Perth or Kalgoorlie, particularly Kal-
goorlie where it costs 4s. 6d. for a three
course meal of a high standard, whereas
in Sydney the same meal would cost
9s. 6d. Each 'Year while I am in the
Eastern States I compare the prices of
different commodities and I always tell
people in my electorate how cheap things
are in this State simply because we have
a good Government. This Government is
doing its best to keep prices down, and we
should do everything to support it; we are
lucky to be in a State such as Western
Australia.

I am sorry to have kept the House so
long-I have been speaking for about two
hours-but every year members get up
and howl their heads off and nothing is
done about it. I hope that in the future
some notice will be taken of members'
speeches. It is true that things I have
said tonight might not have been eon-
tructive.

The Hon. L,. A. Logan: Some of it was.

The Ron. 0. BENNETTS: And some of
it was a lot of wow, wowv. We should do
everything possible to look after the
people in the remote areas because they
are suffering far more hardships than
those in the metropolitan area. I told
my constituents, when I was out election-
eering, that I would bring their requests
to the House and I hope that something
will be done to help these people who so
much deserve to be supported. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress- in-reply.

On motion by the Hon. Rt. C. Mattisker
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10 pa.


